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Chiming of the Hour

We gather in community this morning to worship God.
To help center our focus in worship, please silence all electronic devices.

Welcome to Worshipers Amanda Hines

Centering Silence One: We breathe in the breath of God.

All: Thanks be to God.

Call to Worship Amanda Hines

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

Here, at the outer limits of Lent,

we are called to walk:

to the paper-thin edges which cut us to the soul;

to the workplaces which weary us;

to the people who confuse us;

to the faith which threatens us.

Here, at the corner of Steadfast Love and Faithfulness, we are called to remember:
when our unease is great and sorrow is in our midst

When the unknown approaches ever faster,

May we remember who and whose we are. Amen.

+Congregational Song I Want Jesus to Walk With Me SOJOURNER

No. 635

+Reading from Acts — Acts 9:1-20 Maggie Morey

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was
going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He
asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up
and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with
him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground,
and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought

+All congregants are invited to stand in body or spirit.



him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight and neither ate nor drank. Now there
was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He
answered, “Here I am, Lord.” The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight,
and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying,
and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he
might regain his sight.” But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man,
how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem, and here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who invoke your name.” But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument
whom I have chosen to bring my name before gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel;
I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” So Ananias went

and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled
with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”

For the Word of God in Scripture,
For the Word of God among us,
And for the Word of God within us,
Thanks be to God!

Message Maggie Morey

Communion Abbey Adcox
Please note that the bread is gluten free.
All are welcome at the table.

Music for Meditation Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley Spiritual/arr. Nigel Williams
Shana Gaines, flute
Cindy Fuller, piano

Sending Maggie Morey
Benediction Maggie Morey

One: God our maker, we honor the sacred multitude that resides in you.

All: May the guardian in you protect us. May the child in you delight in us.
One: May the friend in you challenge us. May your ashes resurrect us.

All: May your sky shelter us. May the mystery of you liberate us.

One: Provide abundance and healing in all forms to those who need it today.
And deliver us from shame, hatred, and the chains that bind us.

All: For you have made us, and we are still being made. Amen.



We’re glad you’re here. If you’d like to learn more about what’s
happening at Wilshire, scan for the latest news and events.
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