
September 21, 2025
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost



Preparing for worship
We gather this morning in a world marked by 

division, fear and uncertainty. Headlines and 
social media tell of neighbors treated as strang-
ers, voices silenced and power wielded without 
mercy. In such times, worship becomes an act 
of resistance and hope as we come carrying our 
sorrowful hearts, unsure of what faithfulness 
looks like in these days.

Cole Arthur Riley writes, “Lament is not 
weakness. It is how we love while we are in 
pain.” Today, our lament is also an act of love 

— for our immigrant neighbors, for our silenced 
brothers and sisters, for our divided nation. In 
worship, we refuse to numb ourselves to sor-
row. Instead we bring it honestly before God, 
trusting that divine mercy is greater than the 
arrogance of those who rise up against the 
vulnerable.

Even in lament, we are reminded that God’s 
kingdom is often hidden in ordinary things: a 
seed planted, bread rising, treasure discovered 
by accident. God’s reign is not dependent on 
political clout or cultural dominance, but on 
the quiet and steady work of love and persistent 
faithfulness. The psalmist’s cry, “Incline your 

ear, O Lord, ... for I am poor and needy,” assures 
us that God bends low to hear the voices of the 
vulnerable and is attentive to our fragile selves. 
Our prayers need not be polished; they need 
only to be honest.

And yet Psalm 86 does not leave us in lament 
alone. It proclaims: “You, O Lord, are a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, abounding 
in steadfast love and faithfulness.” This stead-
fast love is the soil in which God’s kingdom 
grows — like yeast hidden in dough or a seed in 
the earth, imperceptible at first but unstoppable 
in its growth.

Grace carries us, as the anthem will remind 
us, through “many dangers, toils and snares.” 
And in worship, we practice the world as God in-
tends: a community where the poor are remem-
bered, the stranger is welcomed and mercy has 
the last word.

So bring your worries, your weariness and 
your longing for justice. Here, in this gathered 
community, we open ourselves to the presence 
of the God who listens, who loves without end 
and whose kingdom is already at work among us.

—Abbey Adcox
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 +All congregants are invited to stand in body or spirit.
Hearing devices are available in the Narthex and South Atrium.

September 21, 2025 
11:00 a.m. 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Chiming of the Hour 

We gather in community this morning to worship God. 
To help center our focus in worship, please silence all electronic devices. 

 
Welcome to Worshipers		  Kristi Reavis
 
Prelude 	  He Hideth My Soul	 arr. Mark Hayes

Shana Gaines, piano
 
Baptism — Alice Boyd		  Timothy Peoples

+Congregational Song	 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee	 hymn to joy
 No. 310

Stanzas 1–3

+Call to Worship		  Grant Stewart
 

One: 	 God of peace and love, bring to us a new awareness  

All: 	 Of your kingdom at work in the world. 

One: 	 Grant that we may see and understand  

All: 	 The small and unassuming things, 

One: 	 Which take patience and attention to notice: 

All: 	 A seed, 

One: 	 Yeast in bread, 

All: 	 Treasure buried in a field,  

One: 	 A net cast into water, 

All: 	 A baby lying in a manger. 

One: 	 We acknowledge that we mostly miss the signs when they are not flashy  
or earth-shaking, 

All: 	 But that your kingdom is all around us.
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One: 	 We acknowledge that Christ came to exhibit neither wealth nor  
political power, 

All: 	 But self-sacrificing love, which the world had never seen  
and mostly overlooks. 

One: 	 We acknowledge that the progress of the good work we do 
may be imperceptible to us, 

All: 	 And that our success is in our obedience to you. 

One: 	 We welcome your kingdom, in the world and in our hearts. 

All: 	 We seek your kingdom, certain that we will find it. 

One: 	 We anticipate your kingdom, 

All: 	 Working toward peace,  

One: 	 Providing for the poor,  

All: 	 Healing the sick,  

One: 	 Loving our enemies. 

All: 	 We trust in your love to provide for us in our seeking. 

One: 	 Whether your spirit comes to us as a wind or a whisper, 

All: 	 May we know your presence and be useful to your kingdom work. 
  

+Response in Song	 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee	 hymn to joy
 

Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began. 
Love divine is reigning o’er us, joining all in heaven’s plan. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife. 
Joyful music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life.

Psalm Reading — Psalm 86		  Maggie Morey and Charlie Fuller

One: 	 Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me, 
	     for I am poor and needy. 
	 Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; 
	     save your servant who trusts in you. 
	 You are my God; be gracious to me, O Lord, 
	     for to you do I cry all day long.

All: 	 Gladden the soul of your servant, 
	     for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
	 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
	     abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you. 



One: 	 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer; 
	     listen to my cry of supplication. 
	 In the day of my trouble I call on you, 
	     for you will answer me. 

Choir:  	There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, 
	     nor are there any works like yours. 
	 All the nations you have made shall come 
	     and bow down before you, O Lord, 
	     and shall glorify your name. 

One: 	 For you are great and do wondrous things; 
	     you alone are God. 
	 Teach me your way, O Lord, 
	     that I may walk in your truth; 
	     give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 

All: 	 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
	     and I will glorify your name forever. 
	 For great is your steadfast love toward me; 
	     you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 

One: 	 O God, the insolent rise up against me; 
	     a band of ruffians seeks my life, 
	     and they do not set you before them. 
	 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 
	     slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

All: 	 Turn to me and be gracious to me; 
	     give your strength to your servant; 
	     save the child of your maidservant. 
	 Show me a sign of your favor, 
	     so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame, 
	     because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.
 

Offertory	 A Quiet Prayer	 August Maekelberghe
Bill Jernberg, organ
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+Gospel Reading — Matthew 13: 24–30	 Abbey Adcox
 

Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like someone who planted good 
seed in his field. While people were sleeping, an enemy came and planted weeds among the 
wheat and went away. When the stalks sprouted and bore grain, then the weeds also appeared. 
The servants of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Master, didn’t you plant good seed in your 
field? Then how is it that it has weeds?’ ‘An enemy has done this,’ he answered. The servants 
said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them?’ But the landowner said, ‘No, because if 
you gather the weeds, you’ll pull up the wheat along with them. Let both grow side by side until 
the harvest. And at harvest time I’ll say to the harvesters, “First gather the weeds and tie them 
together in bundles to be burned. But bring the wheat into my barn.” ’ ” 

 
For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 

And for the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God! 

 
+Congregational Song	 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light	 houston

No. 96 
 
Message	 “How Did Weeds Get Here?” 	 Timothy Peoples
  
Anthem	 Grace	 Mark Hayes

Sanctuary Choir 
Cindy Fuller, piano 

 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound; 
That saved a wretch, a wretch like me; 

I once was lost, but now am found; 
I once was lost, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And that same grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 
The hour when I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  
I have already safely come;  

This grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
And surely grace will lead me home, I shall go home.  

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the glorious sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than since the day we first begun, 
Than since the day we first begun. 
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Prayers of the People		  Pam Stiles
 

Silence 
We pause in silence to reflect and to be attentive to the Spirit of God.

 
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins,  
As we forgive those who sin against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
+Congregational Song	 More Love to Thee, O Christ	 more love to thee

No. 365 
 
Sharing of Decisions		  Timothy Peoples
 
Benediction		          Timothy Peoples
 
Postlude	 Fugue in C Major	 Dietrich Buxtehude

Bill Jernberg, organ
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Scripture quotations: New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America, used by permission, 
all rights reserved, adapted for inclusive language. Matthew passage: Common English Bible © 2011 Common English Bible. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
CommonEnglishBible.com. Music reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-739361. All rights reserved. Grace ©1993 Beckenhorst Press. Call 
to Worship: Litany for the Kingdom of God, ©2019 Fran Pratt.

Weʼre glad youʼre here. If you’re a guest today and would like to let us know, please scan the  
QR code with your smartphone camera to access our online response card. You can also scan the

code to make a financial contribution or submit a prayer request. Response cards and offering 
envelopes are available in the pew racks and can be placed in the offering plate or offering boxes.
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Meet today’s worship leaders
Abbey Adcox and her husband, Chris, joined 
Wilshire in 1999 and are parents to three young 
adults, Carter, Camryn and Collin. Abbey 
attends Seekers Class, serves as a deacon and 
is co-coordinator of Women of Wilshire. She 
serves on Wilshire’s staff as missions and advo-
cacy coordinator and is serving an internship 
here as part of her studies at SMU’s Perkins 
School of Theology, where she is pursuing a 
Master of Divinity degree.

Shana Gaines joined Wilshire in 2006. She is 
married to Ron, and they are the parents of Abi-
gail, a fifth grader. Shana is a deacon, a member 
of Odyssey Class and the director of Wilshire 
Winds. She works as an assistant principal at 
W.R. Fort Elementary in Royse City ISD.

Bill Jernberg joined Wilshire in 1972 and met 
his wife, Janice, here. Their daughter, Anne 
Jernberg Scalfaro, and son, Brad Jernberg, are 
both alumni of Wilshire’s residency program. 
Bill is a deacon, serves on the Building, Interior 
and Grounds Committee, sings in Sanctuary 
Choir and serves as accompanist for Nova and 
Young Musicians. He long taught in First Grade 
Sunday School and has served for many years as 
a substitute organist. Bill is retired from a 44-
year career as an emergency physician.

Kristi Reavis and her husband, Ben, joined 
Wilshire in 2004 and attend Genesis Class. 
Kristi is a deacon, and she recently chaired the 
Personnel Committee and served on the Minis-
ter of Music Search Committee. Kristi and Ben 
are parents to Emily, a ninth grader, and Owen, 
a sixth grader. A CPA, Kristi is currently on 
hiatus from a career in finance.

Grant Stewart joined Wilshire in 2020 with his 
family, parents Chris and Al and siblings Curtis, 
Emery and Isla. Grant teaches in First Grade 
Sunday School. He earned a B.F.A. in wood-
working from Tennessee Tech University and 
is the owner and operator of a bespoke furni-
ture studio. 

Pam Stiles has been a Wilshire member since 
2018. She attends Shiloh Class and serves on 
the Belong Team. Pam recently completed a 
chaplain residency at UT Southwestern Med-
ical Center and has accepted a staff chaplain 
position at Methodist Hill Country Hospital 
in Fredericksburg. She has one adult daughter, 
who lives in Toronto.



Staff contacts
Phone numbers: 214-452- followed by extension shown below. Email addresses: first letter of first 
name and full last name followed by @wilshirebc.org (example: tpeoples@wilshirebc.org). Staff members 
with phone extensions have Wilshire email addresses.

Communications
■ Mark McKenzie, Communications  

Director (3169)

Congregational Care
■ Barbara Clayton, Pastoral Care Assistant (3125)
■ Linda Garner, Parish Nurse (3151)
■ Carolyn Murray, Coordinator of  

Congregational Life (3170)
■ Katie Murray, Minister of Pastoral Care and to 

Senior Adults (3129)

Finance
■ Shaffon Alexander, Director of Finance (3131)

Food Services
■ Haley Garcia, Food Service Director (3117)
■ Luke Munion, Prep Cook
■ Monique Roberts, Sous-Chef
■ Wilfredo Velasquez-Cruz, Steward

Hospitality and Facilities
■ Maricela Escutia, Facilities Supervisor
■ Holly Irvin, Director of Hospitality (3150)
■ Daniel Latin, Facilities
■ Leticia Medina, Facilities
■ Rachel Oney, Receptionist (3165)
■ Kevin Sierra, Facilities
■ Leticia Vega, Facilities

Missions and Advocacy
■ Abbey Adcox, Missions and Advocacy  

Coordinator (3127)
■ Heather Mustain, Associate Pastor (3110)

Music and Worship
■ Jeff Brummel, Associate Minister of Music/ 

Organist (3122)
■ Carol Cabaniss, Music and Worship  

Coordinator (3106)
■ Shana Gaines, Wilshire Winds Director (3163)
■ Ralph Manuel, Handbell Coordinator (3161)
■ Candy McComb, Children’s Choir  

Coordinator (3124)
■ Ariel Merivil, Minister of Music (3135)

Operations and Technology
■ Rene Altamirano, Maintenance Technician
■ Bryant Greer, Building Operations Manager 

(3146) 
■ Jim Tapley, Audio and Video Coordinator

Pathways to Ministry
■ Debby Burton, Pathways to Ministry 

Assistant (3158)
■ Charlie Fuller, Pathways to Ministry Director 

and Coach in Residence (3123)
■ Amanda Hines, Pastoral Resident (3154)
■ George Mason, Senior Pastor Emeritus and 

Pathways to Ministry Alumni Director (3133)
■ Georgia McKee, Pastoral Resident (3152)
■ Jordann McMahan, Pastoral Resident (3155)
■ Maggie Morey, Pastoral Resident (3153)

Senior Pastor
■ Chelsea Hopkins, Executive Assistant (3132)
■ Timothy Peoples, Senior Pastor (3132)

Spiritual Formation
■ Kelly Akins, Minister to Preschoolers (3139)
■ Darren DeMent, Associate Pastor (3102)
■ Julie Girards, Minister to Children (3104)
■ Carole McClung, Spiritual Formation Ministry 

Assistant (3130)
■ Katie Murray, Minister of Pastoral Care and to 

Senior Adults (3129)
■ Barbara Peterson, Librarian (3114)
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Sundays: Worship at 11 a.m. Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Our service livestreams 
at youtube.com/wilshirebaptist and at wilshirebc.org/worship/livestream. Keep up with Wilshire 
by subscribing to our YouTube channel and following us on Facebook and Instagram.

News & Announcements
September 21, 2025

Save the date for hymn festival
The Plymouth Choir from First-Plymouth 
Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, will be joined 
by Wilshire’s Sanctuary Choir in presenting 
a hymn festival at Wilshire on Saturday, Oct. 
18, at 7:30 p.m. Ariel Merivil served on staff 
at First-Plymouth before joining Wilshire as 
minister of music.

Next Lunch & Learn is Oct. 1
All are invited to Community Hall at 11:30 a.m. 
the first and third Wednesdays every month for 
a buffet lunch ($10) followed by Bible study. 
Senior Pastor Timothy Peoples will teach on 
Oct. 1. No RSVP needed; pay at the door.

Let’s Organize! meets Oct. 1
Are you interested in working with others to 
create positive change in our community? Join 
Abbey Adcox and Georgia McKee on Wednes-
day, Oct. 1, at 6 p.m. for the next meeting of 
Let’s Organize!, which is held in the Parlor the 
first and third Wednesdays each month.

Music ministry 
kickoff next Sunday
Worship on Sept. 28 will feature most 
Wilshire music groups as they kick off an-
other year. “Our ensembles will collaborate 
to lead hymn singing and anthems in wor-
ship,” said Minister of Music Ariel Merivil. 

“This is a wonderful opportunity to experi-
ence Children’s Choir, Youth Choir, Sanc-
tuary Choir, Carillon Ringers and Wilshire 
Winds as we celebrate the gifted musicians 
who share their gifts with our congregation 
each week. I hope you’ll join us.”

Drop in to Carillon Ringers
Come play with Car-
illon Ringers during 
worship on Sept. 28! 
Handbell experience 
will be helpful but is 
not essential if you 
can read basic notes 

and rhythms. Join us for a run-through in 
the Sanctuary on Sunday, Sept. 28, from 
8:45 to 9:45 a.m. Please register your inten-
tion to participate by Wednesday, Sept. 24, 
by emailing Carol Cabaniss (ccabaniss@
wilshirebc.org). Questions? Contact Ralph 
Manuel (rmanuel@wilshirebc.org).

https://youtube.com/wilshirebaptist
http://wilshirebc.org/livestream
http://facebook.com/wilshirebc
https://www.instagram.com/wilshirebaptist/
http://youtube.com/wilshirebaptist
mailto:ccabaniss@wilshirebc.org
mailto:ccabaniss@wilshirebc.org
mailto:rmanuel%40wilshirebc.org?subject=
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Marriage Connections is Oct. 10
Marriage Connections will be held Friday, Oct. 
10, at 6:30 p.m. Free childcare (infant–grade 
5) will be provided while parents enjoy a short 
program at the church and then have the rest 
of the night, until 9:30, to themselves. Reg-
istration is required for childcare and closes 
Sunday, Oct. 5. Visit wilshirebc.org/events/
marriage-connections.

Single, Adoptive, Foster  
Parents Night Out
Free childcare (infant–grade 5) will be provid-
ed for single, adoptive and foster parents on 
Friday, Oct. 10, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Registra-
tion is required and closes Sunday, Oct. 5. Sign 
up at wilshirebc.org/events/pno.

Weekly prayer vigil at ICE office
All are invited to join local faith leaders in a 
weekly prayer vigil at ICE’s Dallas field office 
at 8101 N. Stemmons Fwy. The vigil is held 
every Monday from 8 to 10 a.m. Contact Abbey 
Adcox (aadcox@wilshirebc.org) to learn more.

Women of Wilshire book clubs
■ Brown Bag Book Club | Oct. 2 | Noon |  
1205-L | Carnegie’s Maid by Marie Benedict. 
Contact: Carolyn Murray (cmurray@ 
wilshirebc.org)
■ Tuesday Evening Book Club | Oct. 14 | 
6:30 p.m. | Parlor | Year of Wonders by  
Geraldine Brooks. Contact: Debby Burton  
(dburton@wilshirebc.org) 

Men’s Book Club
Oct. 21 | 7 p.m. | Parlor | Lessons in Chemistry 
by Bonnie Garmus. Contact: Scott Spreier 
(swspreier@gmail.com) or Mike Meripolski 
(meripolski@att.net).

Audition for 
Faith in 3D
Register online by tomorrow 
Wilshire’s Faith in 3D initiative will cele-
brate its 12th anniversary in March 2026 
with an original production, Songs of the 
People: Life’s Lessons from Folk Music. 

The show will include several folk songs 
ranging from lighthearted to intense, obvi-
ous to symbolic, personal to universal, and 
secular to sacred, all providing valuable 
lessons to young and old.

To register your interest in auditioning 
to be a soloist, narrator or instrumentalist, 
visit wilshirebc.org/faith-in-3d-auditions by 
Monday, Sept. 22. Auditions will be sched-
uled soon thereafter. 

The three Ds in Faith in 3D stand for dra-
ma, dialogue and dessert. Productions have 
featured a performance followed by a mod-
erated discussion and a time for dessert.

In Songs and Stories, Faith in 3D 2025

The Crucible, Faith in 3D 2023

http://wilshirebc.org/events/marriage-connections
http://wilshirebc.org/events/marriage-connections
https://wilshirebc.org/events/pno
mailto:aadcox%40wilshirebc.org?subject=
mailto:cmurray%40wilshirebc.org?subject=
mailto:cmurray%40wilshirebc.org?subject=
mailto:dburton@wilshirebc.org
mailto:swspreier%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:meripolski%40att.net?subject=
https://wilshirebc.org/faith-in-3d-auditions


Deacon nominations sought
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The Deacon Nominating Committee asks 
Wilshire members to submit names of persons 

to be considered for deacon service. 
Nominees should be individuals who have modeled 

consistent, faithful service and leadership and who 
have been Wilshire members at least one year. You 
may also nominate deacons in reserve to rotate into 
active service. Nominate as many individuals as you 
wish. New deacons will be ordained and start their 
three-year terms after being approved at Wilshire’s 
Annual Church Conference in January. The Deacon 
Nominating Committee appreciates your prayerful 
consideration.

What is a deacon, anyway?
The role of deacons originates from Acts 6, where 

the early church appointed leaders to serve the 
community’s growing needs, allowing the apostles 
to focus on prayer and teaching. These deacons were 
chosen for their spiritual maturity and wisdom.

In Baptist tradition, deacons are seen as servant 
leaders who support the congregation, care for the 
congregation and promote unity. At Wilshire, dea-
cons are expected to bring their unique spiritual 
gifts and life experiences to serve the church faith-
fully.

Deacons at Wilshire are called to demonstrate 
commitment to Christ and the church, show spiri-
tual maturity and leadership and live with balance, 
integrity and humility.

Their responsibilities include tithing, attending 
monthly meetings, serving communion (including 
to the homebound), participating in hospitality and 
worship care, and supporting church leadership.

Ultimately, the deacon ministry at Wilshire is root-
ed in service, not status, emphasizing Christ-like 
leadership through prayer, presence and faithfulness.

Please submit 
nominations by 
Friday, Sept. 26

Online: Scan the QR code or 
visit wilshirebc.org/deacon- 
nominations. At the link you 
will find for reference lists of 
active deacons, inactive deacons 
and those who have chosen hon-
orary emeritus status. 

Paper Form: Pick up a nomi-
nation form in the church office, 
fill it out and return it to the 
attention of Chelsea Hopkins.

Deadline: Friday, Sept. 26.

Note: If you have been ordained 
as a deacon in another church 
and have not served at Wilshire, 
please let Chelsea Hopkins know 
(chopkins@wilshirebc.org).

wilshirebc.org/
deacon-nominations

https://wilshirebc.org/deacon-nominations
https://wilshirebc.org/deacon-nominations
mailto:chopkins@wilshirebc.org


Sept. 24: Vespers

Koinonia Café
5 p.m. | Community Hall | Buffet dinner for 
the whole family with kid-friendly options. 
Cash/check/credit. Prices at wilshirebc.org/
events/wnl. Sept. 24: Gumbo, rice, succotash, 
cornbread, salad, beignets, caramel pecan 
cookies, jello. Kids: Chicken, rice, succotash.

Preschool Music & Missions
6 p.m. | Age 3–Pre-K | Preschool choir plus 
fun activities and lessons focused on God’s 
love and caring for others.

KidConnect
6 p.m. | K–Grade 5 | A rotation of activities 
to help kids learn how to love God and others 
with every part of themselves. Kindergartners 
will have choir as part of KidConnect.

Watershed
6:30 p.m. | Grades 6–12 | Bible study and  
music in the Youth Center.

Sanctuary Choir
7 p.m. | Choral Hall | Wilshire’s main adult 
choir rehearses weekly. New singers are al-
ways welcome, and there’s no audition.

Resident-Led Vespers
6 p.m. | McIver Chapel | So much of our 
lives revolve around food, meals and commu-
nity. In this service we will consider what it 
means to be mindful of food, both in commu-
nity and in communion. Amanda Hines will 
preach a homily on Luke 5:27–32 and lead us 
through a slower, intentional partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper by intinction. We will sing and 
pray and be present with one another in the 
presence of God.

Coming Up
■ Oct. 1: The HERstory Bible study series 
continues with Pastoral Resident Jordann  
McMahan teaching on Ruth.
■ Oct. 8: HERstory: Senior Pastor Timothy 
Peoples teaches on Esther.

Childcare is offered from 6 to 7:15 p.m. for infants to 2-year-olds with parents involved in church activities.
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 Committee interest form
Wilshire’s Committee on Committees is beginning its work to nominate members for 2026 com-
mittees. If you are not currently on a committee and are interested in volunteering yourself or 
suggesting someone for consideration, please complete the form below. All names received will 
be considered and evaluated against current committee openings and needs. The Committee on 
Committees’ final report will be presented at January’s Annual Church Conference for approval. 
Complete the form below and return it to the church office. The deadline for submissions is Sunday, 
Sept. 28. Questions? Contact Carolyn Murray at cmurray@wilshirebc.org.

Committee on Committees: Ed Francis, Jill Granberry, Patty Latham, Steve Melton, Juliana Moore, 
Rachel Murphy (chair), John Skinner, Laura Smith, Price Tinsley. Staff Liaison: Carolyn Murray

To submit your preferences electronically, scan the QR code or  
visit wilshirebc.org/committee-interest-form.

I am willing to serve on a church committee, and my preferences and comments are:

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________
 
3. _______________________________________________________________________________________

I would like to suggest the following people be invited to serve on the committee indicated.

1. _______________________________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________________________
 
3. _______________________________________________________________________________________

My Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________
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Building, Interior and Grounds
Assists staff with maintenance and repair of 
church property by developing plans to im-
prove the efficient use of the church premis-
es and enhance the security of the property. 
Consults with other committees and staff to 
coordinate decor of interior public spaces.

Children’s Education
Reviews performance of the children’s educa-
tion program and makes recommendations to 
the minister to children. Promotes growth in 
the program, reviews curriculum, helps recruit 
and retain teachers and establishes policies to 
ensure the safety of children. 

Deacon Nominating
Makes annual recommendations for selection  
of deacons. 

Finance
Develops the church budget and works with 
the finance director to monitor income and 
expenses, approving monthly financial state-
ments and reporting them to the church.

History
Maintains archives of the church to preserve  
a record of our history together.

Library
Advises and supports administration and events 
for the Wilshire Library. 

Missions and Advocacy
Helps guide congregational engagement in our 
Christian witness through acts of both compas-
sion and justice by supporting and promoting 
both mission and advocacy partnerships.

Pathways to Ministry
Coordinates and supports work of Wilshire’s 
Pathways to Ministry program, including the 
pastoral residency program. 

Personnel
Establishes duties and responsibilities of 
ministry staff and maintains personnel manual. 
Recommends new ministry staff to the church. 
Recommends ministry staff compensation. 

Preschool Education
Reviews performance of the preschool educa-
tion program and makes recommendations to 
the minister to preschoolers. Promotes growth 
in the program, reviews curriculum, helps 
recruit and retain teachers and establishes poli-
cies to ensure the safety of children. 

Risk Management
Works with staff to reduce and manage safety 
and liability risks.

Wilshire Adventurers
Plans activities for the Wilshire Adventurers, a 
fellowship group for anyone age 60 and above.

Wilshire committees
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Sunday, Sept. 21
■ Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
■ Worship, Sanctuary, 11 a.m.
■ Children’s Choir Snack Lunch, 2223, noon
■ Youth Choir Snack Lunch, Youth Center, noon
■ Adventurers Committee, Community Hall, 

noon
■ Children’s Education Committee, Community 

Hall, noon
■ Finance Committee, Community Hall, noon
■ Library Committee, Community Hall, noon
■ Missions & Advocacy Committee, Community 

Hall, noon
■ One Starry Night Steering Committee,  

Community Hall, noon
■ Pathways to Ministry Committee, Community 

Hall, noon
■ Personnel Committee, Community Hall, noon
■ Children’s Choir, 2224 & 2225, 12:30 p.m.
■ Youth Choir, Choral Hall, 12:30 p.m.
■ Shekinah, Choral Hall, 1:30 p.m.
■ Carillon Ringers, Handbell Room, 2:15 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 22
■ Deacons Meeting, Community Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 24
■ New Song Community Choir, Choral Hall,  

9:30 a.m.
■ Koinonia Café, Community Hall, 5 p.m.
■ History Committee, History Room, 5:30 p.m.
■ Vespers, McIver Chapel, 6 p.m.
■ KidConnect, 6 p.m.
■ Preschool Music & Missions, 6 p.m.
■ WSM Watershed, Youth Center, 6:30 p.m.
■ Sanctuary Choir, Choral Hall, 7 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 25
■ Knit Unto Others, Parlor, 1:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 26
■ MomCo, James Gallery, 9 a.m.
■ Friday Friends, 3103, 10 a.m.

This Week+
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Space is limited! 
Learn more and  
express interest at  
wilshirebc.org/
adventurers-trip

BOSTON
Birthplace of American Liberty
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