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Today we are celebrating Epiphany at Wilshire. 
My husband, Allan, and I are members of the 
Epiphany Sunday School class, a safe space at 
Wilshire to wrestle with questions, have differ-
ing opinions and still show love and respect for 
others.

What does it mean when someone says, “I had 
an epiphany”? According to the English-Cam-
bridge Dictionary, this is a moment when you 
suddenly feel that you understand or become 
conscious of something very important to you, 
which can be a powerful religious experience. It 
is often an illuminating realization or discovery, 
an insight or an inspiration — the “aha” mo-
ment or life-changing realization that changes 
the rest of the story.

Matthew is the only Gospel that speaks about 
Epiphany and the coming of the Magi. Epiphany 
comes from the Greek word meaning “showing 
forth” or “to reveal.” It is often thought of as 
the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.

The Magi followed the star because they 
were faithful. They went to Herod, who also 
wanted to know where this so-called king was. 
Herod was scared and called his chief priests 
and scribes to find out where this Messiah was 
to be born. They turned to the Scriptures of 
the prophet for an answer. I wonder how often 
we turn to Scripture when we need an answer.  

When they got to Bethlehem, the star stopped 
moving and stayed above the stable where the 
Christ Child was. Can you imagine what a won-
drous sight that was to behold? The kings knelt 
and paid homage to the baby. While the Magi’s 
motives were pure, Herod’s motives were not, 
because he wanted to be the only king. When 
the Magi left, they wisely went home a different 
way.

On this feast day of Epiphany, let’s look at 
the three kings and the important gifts they 
brought to the Christ Child. The first gift was 
gold; however, Jesus was a different kind of king, 
so gold isn’t enough for him. Frankincense was 
the second gift the kings brought to Jesus. It 
is often used for worship because it makes a 
sweet-smelling smoke that helps us when we 
pray. The third gift was myrrh, which is some-
times burned at funerals. It was a foreshad-
owing of Jesus’ death. These gifts showed that 
Jesus was not to be like other kings.

I wonder how we, like the kings, are faithfully 
following the star and God’s direction. I wonder 
what gifts we are bringing to Jesus. I wonder 
when we are like Herod with impure motives. I 
wonder where you will have an epiphany that 
will change your story. 

—Kelly Akins
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On the cover: The Adoration of the Magi, stained glass, German, circa 1290–1300, collection of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.
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 +All congregants are invited to stand in body or spirit.
Hearing devices are available in the Narthex and South Atrium.

January 12, 2025 
11:00 a.m. 

First Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Chiming of the Hour 

We gather in community this morning to worship God. 
To help center our focus in worship, please silence all electronic devices. 

 
Welcome to Worshipers		  Timothy Peoples
 
Prelude 	 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright	 arr. Paul Manz
 
+Congregational Song	 Sing Glory to the Name of God	  lasst uns erfreuen
 

Procession of the Wise Men
Whit Anderson, Felix Guthrie, Ethan Howland 
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Sing Glory to the Name of God
LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Text: David Gambrell, 2009
Text (c) 2011, David Gambrell

©
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+Call to Worship		  Margaret Davis
 

Leader:	 God of grace, your light shines upon us. 

People:	 You are the light that guides us. 

Leader:	 Beloved Christ, the light of your presence shines among us. 

People:	 You are the love we seek. 

Leader:	 Holy Spirit, light of your grace shines within us. 

People:	 You are the gift we offer. 

Leader: 	We thank you, and we worship you. 

People:	 We have come to honor you and to offer you our gifts, and being  
enlightened by your Word, we shall go onward by a new way. 

 
—adapted from Unfolding Light by Steve Garnaas-Holmes

 
+Response in Song	 Sing Glory to the Name of God	 lasst uns erfreuen 
 

May God forever be our peace; 
May hymns of glory never cease: 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let all the faithful people come; 

Sing praise to God, the Three-in-One: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures — Isaiah 60:1–6	 Claudia Barner 

 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the 
glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth and thick 
darkness the peoples, 

but the Lord will arise upon you, and God’s 
glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light and kings to 
the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; they all 
gather together; they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, and your 
daughters shall be carried in their nurses’ 
arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 
shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be 
brought to you; the wealth of the nations 
shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, the 
young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those 
from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense and 
shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.



Offertory	 We Three Kings of Orient Are	 arr. Ralph Manuel
Ralph Manuel, piano; Jeff Brummel, organ 

 
+Gospel Reading — Matthew 2:1–12 	 Heather Mustain

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came 
to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed 
his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was 
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 
by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 
my people Israel.’ ” Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and 
pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 

And for the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God! 

 
+Congregational Song	 We Are Singing for the Lord is Our Light	 siyahamba

Please join in singing as invited.

We are singing for the Lord is our light, we are singing for the Lord is our light. 
We are singing for the Lord is our light, we are singing for the Lord is our light. 

 
We are singing, we are singing, oh, we are singing for the Lord is our light. 
We are singing, we are singing, oh, we are singing for the Lord is our light. 

 
We are praying ... 

 
We are dancing ... 

 
 
Message	 “Where is the Child?” 	 Timothy Peoples
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Anthem	 I Dream of a Church	 Mark Miller
Ariel Merivil and Sarah Navy 

 
I dream of a church where everyone is welcome,  

I dream of a place we all can call home. 
I dream of a world where justice is flowing,  

With hope and peace growing, where God’s will is done. 
  

Make it so! We pray for that day, make it so.  
We dream of a day where love reigns among us and your will is done,  

O God, make it so! 
 

O God, fill our hearts to reach out in welcome,  
Make us to see your vision once more. 

Let’s dream of a world where our hands are your hands, 
We offer ourselves, O God, make it so.  

Epiphany Star Giving 
 
Prayers of the People		  Darren DeMent
 

Silence 
We pause in silence to reflect and to be attentive to the Spirit of God. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer	  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins,  
As we forgive those who sin against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory forever. Amen.  
 
 +Congregational Song	  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 		  st. denio

No. 58 
 
Sharing of Decisions		  Timothy Peoples
 
Benediction		          Timothy Peoples
 
Postlude	 Improvisation on themes of the day 	 Jeff Brummel
 
 

The flowers today are given by Angie Moore in memory of her mother, Marilyn J. Moore.
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Scripture quotations: New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America, used by permission, 
all rights reserved, adapted for inclusive language. Music reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-739361. All rights reserved. I Dream of a 
Church © 2015 Choristers Guild. 

Claudia Barner and her husband, Joe, joined 
Wilshire and Compass Class in 1973. Claudia is 
a deacon emerita and co-leads Knit Unto Others, 
a weekly knitting group. She is retired from a 
career as a dietitian and assistant professor at 
UT Southwestern Medical School. Claudia and 
Joe have two adult sons, Robert and Todd.

Margaret Davis has been a Wilshire member 
since 1969 and raised four sons here. She served 
many years as a teacher and volunteer in youth 
and preschool ministries and now is a member 
of the Preschool Education Committee. A long-
time educator, Margaret is the CEO of the Texas 
Council for International Studies.

Sarah Navy is in her third year as a Wilshire 
choral scholar. A Houston native, she is a 
student at SMU’s Meadows School of the Arts, 
where she earned a master’s degree in voice 
performance in 2024 and is now pursuing a per-
formance diploma. Sarah is also in her third year 
performing as an Education Outreach  
Artist with the Dallas Opera.

Meet today’s worship leaders

Weʼre glad youʼre here. If you’re a guest today and would like to let us know, please scan the  
QR code with your smartphone camera to access our online response card. You can also scan the

code to make a financial contribution or submit a prayer request. Response cards and offering 
envelopes are available in the pew racks and can be placed in the offering plate or offering boxes.
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Staff contacts
Phone numbers: 214-452- followed by extension shown below. Email addresses: first letter of first 
name and full last name followed by @wilshirebc.org (example: tpeoples@wilshirebc.org). Staff members 
with phone extensions have Wilshire email addresses.

Communications
■ Mark McKenzie, Communications  

Director (3169)

Congregational Care
■ Barbara Clayton, Pastoral Care Assistant (3125)
■ Linda Garner, Parish Nurse (3151)
■ Carolyn Murray, Coordinator of  

Congregational Life (3170)
■ Heather Mustain, Associate Pastor (3110)

Early Childhood Learning Center
■ Carole McClung, ECLC Administrative  

Assistant (3115)
■ Ramona Randle, ECLC Director (3140)

Finance
■ Lori Gooden, Director of Finance (3131)

Food Services
■ Haley Garcia, Food Service Director (3117)
■ Luke Munion, Food Service Staff
■ Gillian Tinsley, Food Service Staff
■ Wilfredo Velasquez-Cruz, Food Service Staff

Hospitality and Facilities
■ Maricela Escutia, Facilities Supervisor
■ Holly Irvin, Director of Hospitality (3150)
■ Daniel Latin, Facilities
■ Leticia Medina, Facilities
■ Rachel Oney, Receptionist (3165)
■ Kevin Sierra, Facilities
■ Leticia Vega, Facilities

Missions and Advocacy
■ Abbey Adcox, Missions and Advocacy  

Coordinator (3127)
■ Heather Mustain, Associate Pastor (3110)

Music and Worship
■ Jeff Brummel, Associate Minister of Music/ 

Organist (3122)
■ Carol Cabaniss, Music and Worship  

Coordinator (3106)
■ Shana Gaines, Wilshire Winds Director (3163)
■ Ralph Manuel, Handbell Coordinator (3161)
■ Candy McComb, Children’s Choir  

Coordinator (3124)
■ Ariel Merivil, Minister of Music (3135)

Operations and Technology
■ Rene Altamirano, Maintenance Technician
■ Bryant Greer, Building Operations Manager 

(3146) 
■ Jim Tapley, Audio and Video Coordinator

Pathways to Ministry
■ Debby Burton, Pathways to Ministry 

Assistant (3158)
■ Charlie Fuller, Pathways to Ministry Director 

and Coach in Residence (3123)
■ George Mason, Senior Pastor Emeritus and 

Pathways to Ministry Alumni Director (3133)
■ Georgia McKee, Pastoral Resident (3152)
■ Maggie Morey, Pastoral Resident (3153)

Senior Pastor
■ Chelsea Hopkins, Executive Assistant (3132)
■ Geri McKenzie, Executive Director of  

Administration (3159)
■ Timothy Peoples, Senior Pastor (3132)

Spiritual Formation
■ Kelly Akins, Minister to Preschoolers (3139)
■ Becky Bridges, Spiritual Formation Coordinator 

(3130)
■ Darren DeMent, Associate Pastor (3102)
■ Julie Girards, Minister to Children (3104)
■ Katie Murray, Minister to Senior Adults (3129)
■ Barbara Peterson, Librarian (3114)
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Sundays: Worship at 11 a.m. Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Our service livestreams 
at youtube.com/wilshirebaptist and at wilshirebc.org/worship/livestream. Keep up with Wilshire 
by subscribing to our YouTube channel and following us on Facebook and Instagram.

News & Announcements
January 12, 2025

MLK Day Meal Packing
Join us on the MLK Day holiday, Monday, 

Jan. 20, as we partner with Rise Against 
Hunger to pack healthy meals for those in 
need. The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 
noon in Community Hall. This project is for 
everyone and includes ways to serve while 
seated. Children are a great help collecting 
completed bags with help from a parent. 

Rise Against Hunger’s mission is to create 
immediate, long-term solutions to hunger 
by building resilience, self-sufficiency and 
empowerment in communities worldwide. 

Please register and complete a waiver in 
advance at events.riseagainsthunger.org/ 
wilshirebaptistchurch2025 or 
via the QR code.

Volunteers are also needed 
for set up and clean up. Con-
tact Abbey Adcox if you can 
help (aadcox@wilshirebc.org). 

2024 budget 
surplus is 
$501,329
Thanks to strong year-end giving, Wilshire 

ended 2024 with a financial surplus of 
$501,329 — believed to be our largest surplus 
ever. Our budget for 2024 was $3,925,000, and 
revenue through Dec. 31 totaled $4,087,665. 
Meanwhile, expenses for the year came in un-
der budget at $3,586,336.

In a Dec. 31 email to the church, Senior 
Pastor Timothy Peoples wrote, “Thank you so 
much for the ways you have shared and given 
to our Unified Budget. We are now able to walk 
into the new year on a good footing.”

Wilshire began December 2024 needing 
$1,012,388 to meet budgeted income and 
wound up receiving $1,175,053 during the 
month, a $166,863 increase over giving during 
December 2023.

In Wilshire’s Unified Budget approach, funds 
received over the revenue budget are applied at 
the discretion of the Finance Committee. More 
information about plans for the surplus will be 
shared at the Annual Church Conference on 
Jan. 26, as will a proposed budget for 2025.

https://youtube.com/wilshirebaptist
http://wilshirebc.org/livestream
http://facebook.com/wilshirebc
https://www.instagram.com/wilshirebaptist/
http://youtube.com/wilshirebaptist
http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/WilshireBaptistChurch2025
http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/WilshireBaptistChurch2025
mailto:aadcox@wilshirebc.org
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New members
Angelina and Joshua Johnson

Condolences to
■ Family and friends on the death of Gloria 
Maley, Dec. 24. 
■ Jill and Larry Granberry on the death of  
Larry’s niece, Stefanie Yaskow-Updegraff, Jan. 4.
■ Family and friends on the death of Richard 
Read, Jan. 6.
■ Vicki Conn on the death of her brother-in-
law, Robert Smith, Jan. 8.

Adventurers movie Tuesday
The Wilshire Adventurers will enjoy a free 
afternoon at the movies on Tuesday, Jan. 14, at 
1 p.m. in Community Hall. Popcorn, cookies 
and beverages will be provided, and the movie 
Heart and Souls will be shown. Adventurers is a 
fellowship group for anyone 60 and over.

Preschool Playdate on Jan. 18
Preschoolers and their families are invited to a 
Preschool Playdate on Saturday, Jan. 18, from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Down to Play in Medallion 
Center. Admission is $20 per child and includes 
two adults. Contact: Minister to Preschoolers 
Kelly Akins (kakins@wilshirebc.org) 

Parent series on nurturing faith
Nurturing faith in kids will 
be the topic of a series for 
parents on Sunday mornings 
from Jan. 26 to March 2 
(except Feb. 9). Minister to 
Children Julie Girards will 
lead a discussion of the book 
Woven: Nurturing a Faith 
Your Kid Doesn’t Have to Heal 
From by Meredith Miller. The 

series will meet Sundays from 10 to 10:40 a.m. 
in Room 3208 (Labyrinth Class). Check in with 
your regular class and then join us. The five ses-
sions will also be offered Wednesdays from Jan. 
29 to Feb. 26 at 6:05 p.m. in Room 2230.

Annual Church Conference, Jan. 26  
Make plans to attend our annual church confer-
ence in Community Hall after worship on Sun-
day, Jan. 26. We’ll adopt a budget, elect deacons 
and committees and hear updates about the 
church from Senior Pastor Timothy Peoples 
and others. Lunch will be provided. Childcare 
is available by reservation; find the link at 
wilshirebc.org/events/church-conference.

Ministry Team Expo
Wilshire’s Ministry Teams will be featured in 
an event in James Gallery on Sunday, Jan. 26, 
from 9 to 11 a.m. Come through before or after 
Sunday School to learn about these opportuni-
ties to serve the church. Ministry Teams don’t 
require any formal commitment and allow you 
to get plugged into the life of the church based 
on your availability.

Lunch & Learn  
resumes Jan. 15

All are invited the first and third Wednes-
days every month for lunch ($10 ea.) 

and Bible study. On Jan. 15, Minister to 
Senior Adults Katie Murray will teach on 

the book of Kings. See the schedule at 
wilshirebc.org/events/lunch-learn.

mailto:kakins%40wilshirebc.org?subject=
https://wilshirebc.org/events/church-conference
http://wilshirebc.org/events/lunch-learn


January 15
Koinonia Café
5 p.m. | Community Hall | Buffet dinner. 
Cash/check/credit accepted. See prices at 
wilshirebc.org/events/wnl. Due to weather- 
related disruptions, we are unable to publish 
the Koinonia Café menu for Jan. 15. 

Preschool Music & Missions
6 p.m. | Age 3–Pre-K | Preschool choir plus 
fun activities and lessons focused on God’s 
love and caring for others.

KidConnect
6 p.m. | K–Grade 5 | A rotation of activities 
to help kids learn how to love God and oth-
ers with every part of themselves. Activities 
include art, music, recreation and more. 

Watershed
6:30 p.m. | Grades 6–12 | Wilshire Student 
Ministry’s weekly time of Bible study and  
music in the Youth Center.

Sanctuary Choir
7 p.m. | Choral Hall | New singers are always 
welcome in our main adult choir. No audition.

Childcare is offered from 6 to 7:15 p.m. for infants to 2-year-olds with 
parents involved in church activities.

Bible Study
6 p.m. | Jan. 8, 15, 22  | Community Hall | 
As we move from the Christmas season, we 
move our focus to a different character in the 
story, one who came in a prophetic manner to 
prepare a way for the Lord: John the Baptist. 
There’s not much known about him, but to-
gether we’ll dive deeper into his life and legacy,  
including his birth, calling and even death.

The Life of 
John the Baptist

11
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Women of Wilshire Book Clubs
■ Tuesday Evening Book Club | Jan. 14 | 6:30 
p.m. | Parlor | James by Percival Everett. Con-
tact: Debby Burton (dburton@wilshirebc.org) 
■ Brown Bag Book Club | Feb. 6 | Noon |  
1205-L | Hello Beautiful by Ann Napolitano. Con-
tact: Carolyn Murray (cmurray@wilshirebc.org) 

Men’s Book Club meets Jan. 21
Wilshire’s Men’s Book Club will discuss James 
Baldwin’s novel Go Tell It on the Mountain on 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, at 7 p.m. in the Parlor. Con-
tact: Scott Spreier (swspreier@gmail.com) or 
Mike Meripolski (meripolski@att.net)

Souper Bowl of Caring is Feb. 9
The annual Souper Bowl 
of Caring, benefiting the 
Phil Strickland Hunger 
Offering, will be held 
Sunday, Feb. 9, at noon 
in Community Hall. Join 
us after worship for 
soup and all the fixings 
and donate an amount 

equal to what you would spend at a nice restau-
rant for lunch. This year’s beneficiaries are 
Together for Hope and Wilshire’s Rental and 
Utility Assistance Program. Together for Hope 
is engaged in the 338 counties of persistent 
rural poverty in America, holistically focusing 
on four priorities of hope: education, health 
and nutrition, housing and environment and 
social enterprise. Wilshire’s Rental and Utility 
Assistance Program, launched last year with 
Missions Plus funds, provides crucial one-
month support to help local families bridge 
financial gaps.

Wilshire Welcome next Sunday 
for guests and new members 
This one-hour session to help guests and new 
members learn more about the church will 
meet Sunday, Jan. 19, at 9:45 a.m. in the Prayer 
Room near the chapel. Contact: Carolyn Mur-
ray (cmurray@wilshirebc.org)

Foundations of Faith 2025 plans
The Foundations of Faith Sunday School Class 
will spend 2025 exploring themes of the Bible 
such as creation, suffering, struggle, liberation 
and wisdom — among others. The class will 
also examine the formation of the Hebrew 
Scriptures and the New Testament. Theologian 
Charles Spurgeon said, “Nobody ever outgrows 
Scripture; the book widens and deepens with 
our years.” Consider joining Foundations for 
part or all of this year as they go wide and deep 
in exploring the ideas found in God’s Word.

Marriage Connections is Feb. 14
The next Marriage Connections will be held 
on Friday night, Feb. 14. In this event, held on 
select Friday nights at 6:30, free childcare (in-
fant–grade 5) is provided while parents enjoy a 
short program at the church and then have the 
rest of the night, until 9:30, to themselves. Reg-
istration for childcare is required by Feb. 9; visit 
wilshirebc.org/events/marriage-connections.

Single, Adoptive and Foster  
Parents Night Out
Wilshire will offer free childcare (infant–grade 
5) for single, adoptive and foster parents on Fri-
day, Feb. 14, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Registration 
is required and closes Feb. 9; visit wilshirebc.
org/events/pno.

HOSPITALITY HINT ☛ Introduce yourself 
to someone you don’t know.

mailto:dburton@wilshirebc.org
mailto:cmurray%40wilshirebc.org?subject=
mailto:swspreier%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:meripolski%40att.net?subject=
mailto:cmurray%40wilshirebc.org?subject=
https://wilshirebc.org/events/marriage-connections
https://wilshirebc.org/events/pno
https://wilshirebc.org/events/pno


Micki Lacker
Hometown: Riverton, Wyoming 
Present City: Dallas
Education: M.S. Nursing
Profession: Cardiac Nurse Practitioner  
(Retired)

Tell us about your family.
My husband and I have one daughter, Katie Peck, 
who lives in Lakewood with her husband, Sam, 
and sons Miller, 9, and Clark, 7. One of my joys in 
life is getting the call, “Hi, Mom. Can you pick up 
the boys today?” 

How about your work or volunteer life?
I’ve been part of Stephen Ministry for years. My 
Sunday School class volunteered at Homeward 
Bound. Recently, I volunteered with Wilshire’s 
Rental and Utility Assistance Program as an in-
take interviewer. That was a powerful experience. 

Favorite hobbies? 
Pickleball, watercolor, biking and traveling. 

What are your favorite places to travel? 
I visited Japan with my sisters in a spiritual 
learning group and was amazed at the beautiful 
gardens, the history of Japan and the clean city 
streets in Tokyo and Kyoto.
 
What brought you to Wilshire and when?
Our daughter, Katie, was invited by a friend to 
Wilshire when she was 10 years old (29 years 
ago)! She went to summer camp and was em-
braced by the strong youth group led by Darren. 
Katie and Sam were married at Wilshire in 2011. 

Where are you engaged at Wilshire?
Cord of Three is my Sunday School Class, and 
I’m one of the teachers. We study the Bible, and 

I look forward to the 
class interaction and 
fellowship weekly. 

What has surprised 
you most about 
Wilshire?
The open and authentic 
search for worshiping 
and learning about who 
God is and what our 
Lord is up to — and 
how we can engage in 

this world as servants of God.

What do you think God is up to in  
your life right now? 
I tend to be a peacemaker, but I find myself more 
interested in the “good trouble” that would bend 
the needle toward a more just and equitable world. 

Tell us about your faith journey. 
As a child I loved going to church in my home-
town of Gaylord, Michigan. I have felt God’s very 
real presence at specific events in my life, but 
the most profound and significant journey was 
four years ago when I felt an absence of God. 
Even prayer was hard. I was acutely anxious and 
sought help. One of the many things that time 
of suffering revealed was a new understanding 
of the importance of seeking routine times of 
solitude with God. 

What is something interesting most  
people would not know about you? 
I wish I could sing and play the saxophone!

What adjectives best describe you? 
I am an optimist.
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Book Series 
for Parents
Join Minister to Children Julie Girards  
for this book study on nurturing faith in kids.

SUNDAYS
Jan. 26–March 2
10 a.m. | Rm. 3208

WEDNESDAYS
Jan. 29–Feb. 26
6:05 p.m. | Rm. 2230

“The compassionate,  
experienced guide we  
needed all along as we  

reimagine faith formation  
with generosity and love.”

S A R A H  B E S S E Y
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ONLINE. Set up a recurring or one-time gift 
charged to your debit or credit card or as an 
ACH from your checking account. Get 
started at wilshirebc.org/give.

REALM CONNECT APP. Easily make 
gifts and see past giving on your mobile 
device. Available at your device’s app store. 
Find download links at wilshirebc.org/realm.

AUTOMATIC BANK PAY. Visit your 
bank’s website and set up Wilshire as a payee. 
The bank will send the church a check.

MAIL. Send to Finance Director Lori 
Gooden’s attention at Wilshire.

TEXT. Text wilshire and a dollar amount 
(ex: wilshire 50) to 73256.

DONATE STOCKS. Contact Lori to learn 
how to donate appreciated stocks.

FROM YOUR IRA. For those over 70.5  
years old, tax-free IRA gifts offer a financial 
benefit and may reduce future tax burdens.

Scan code with your 
smartphone camera 
to make an electronic 
contribution.

THANK YOU 
FOR GIVING
Your gifts are changing lives inside and 
outside our walls. Here are some ways to 
make a financial contribution to Wilshire.

At Wilshire, we use a one-fund approach to giving called the 
Unified Budget. Your gifts support the basic mission, ministry 
and operations of the church. Once the Unified Budget is 
fulfilled, gifts overflow into visionary aspects of our mission.

Sunday, Jan. 12
■ Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
■ Worship, 11 a.m., Sanctuary
■ Belong Team, noon, 1205-L
■ Pathways to Ministry Committee, noon, Path-

ways Conference Room
■ Rental Assistance Volunteer Training, noon, 

Parlor
■ Youth Choir Snack Lunch, noon, Youth Center
■ Finance Committee, noon, 1205-G
■ Youth Choir, 12:30 p.m., Choral Hall

Monday, Jan. 13
■ Deacons Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Community Hall

Tuesday, Jan. 14
■ Adventurers Afternoon at the Movies, 1 p.m., 

Community Hall
■ Stephen Ministry Training, 6 p.m., 1205-L

Wednesday, Jan. 15
■ New Song, 9:30 a.m., Choral Hall
■ Lunch & Learn, 11:30 a.m., Community Hall
■ Deacon Officers, 5 p.m., 1205-L
■ Koinonia Café, 5 p.m., Community Hall
■ Preschool Music & Missions, 6 p.m.
■ Bible Study, 6 p.m., Community Hall
■ Sanctuary Choir, 7 p.m., Choral Hall

Thursday, Jan. 16
■ Knit Unto Others, 1:30 p.m., Parlor

Friday, Jan. 17
■ MomCo, 9:00 a.m., James Gallery

Saturday, Jan. 18
■ Preschool Playtime, 9:30 a.m., Down to Play in 

Medallion Center (6464 Northwest Hwy.)

Sunday, Jan. 19
■ Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
■ Wilshire Welcome, 9:45 a.m., Prayer Room
■ Worship, 11 a.m., Sanctuary
■ Youth Choir Snack Lunch, noon, Youth Center
■ Preschool Education Committee, noon, Com-

munity Hall
■ Children’s Education Committee, noon, Com-

munity Hall
■ Adventurers Committee, noon, Community 

Hall
■ Finance Committee, noon, Community Hall
■ Youth Choir, noon, Choral Hall
■ Carillon Ringers, 2:15 p.m., Handbell Room

This Week+

https://wilshirebc.org/give
https://wilshirebc.org/realm


Monday, Jan. 20
10 a.m.– Noon | Community Hall

MLK Day Meal Packing

Advance registration recommended 


