
May 12, 2024
Seventh Sunday of Easter



Preparing for worship
Although I don’t do childish things anymore, 

my thoughts are sometimes childish, and my 
prayers can be, too. In my preparation for 
anything, prayer is usually done first, but like 
a child when it comes to some prayers, I’m at 
peace and might fall asleep, so this morning I’ll 
tell you a story instead.

There was an elderly lady who attended my 
childhood Baptist church. We all walked then, 
and no matter how early I left home, she was 
already in church singing the same lines over 
and over again to a children’s’ song I did not 
know then: “One door and only one, and yet 
its sides are two, inside and outside, on which 
side are you?” It made me wonder on which 
side I should be, and I would follow this lady if 
she went outside just to be on the same side of 
the door she was … but my mother noticed and 
wanted an explanation for my strange behavior. 
I had no choice but to believe my mother when 
she told me the lady was preparing, although I 

did not know for what. So l left it at that.
We sing today, Mothering God, You Gave Me 

Birth, and for that we are thankful. So let us all 
be engaged right now … it’s not difficult at all. 
Look around, name five things you can see and 
give thanks. Now four things you can hear, and 
also give thanks; three things you can feel — 
remember to be thankful for what you can feel 

— and two things you can smell — don’t forget 
to give thanks for that — and finally something 
you can taste, and again be thankful. 

My earthly mother was correct after all. 
That elderly lady was preparing by praying 
through singing the repetitive lines mentioned 
above. And yes, I do know the rest of the song 
now. May our hearts be ready to receive and 
meditate on the word we will hear today, be 
appreciative and be thankful for our mothers or 
mother figures in our lives.

—Dorrell Brown
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 +All congregants who are able are invited to stand.
Hearing devices are available in the Narthex and South Atrium.

May 12, 2024 
11:00 a.m. 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 
Chiming of the Hour 
 

We gather in community this morning to worship God. 
To help center our focus in worship, please silence all electronic devices. 

 
Welcome to Worshipers		  Heather Mustain 
 
Prelude 	 All Things Bright and Beautiful	 arr. Warren Barker 

Wilshire Winds 
Shana Gaines, director 

 
Opening Sentences		  Dawn Sheaffer

All things wonderful and wise, all things beautiful and bright, belong to the Lord. All things scary 
and sad, all things hurting and alone, are still in God’s care. Yet, sometimes, it seems so hard to feel 
God’s presence. God’s loving, nurturing, and mothering presence in our lives is always with us, and 
we are grateful for that blessing. May we feel that presence today and always as we offer our prayers 
and praises to our nurturing and loving God. 
 
+Congregational Song	 Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth		 o waly, waly
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Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth
O WALY, WALY

Text by Jean Janzen
Text (c) 1991, Jean Janzen
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Psalm Reading — Psalm 1		  Scott Spreier

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked or take the path that sinners tread or sit 
in the seat of scoffers, but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day 
and night. They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and 
their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. The wicked are not so but are like chaff 
that the wind drives away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment nor sinners in the 
congregation of the righteous, for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of 
the wicked will perish. 

Offertory	 A Southern Hymn	 arr. Samuel R. Hazo 
Wilshire Winds 

+Reading from Acts — Acts 1:1-11		  Chris Stewart
 
In my earlier account, Theophilus, I dealt with everything that Jesus had done and taught, from the 
beginning until the day he was taken up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles he had chosen. After the Passion, Jesus appeared alive to the apostles — confirmed 
through many convincing proofs — over the course of forty days, and spoke to them about the 
reign of God. On one occasion, Jesus told them not to leave Jerusalem. “Wait, rather, for what God 
has promised, of which you have heard me speak,” Jesus said. “John baptized with water, but within 
a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” While meeting together they asked, “Has the 
time come, Rabbi? Are you going to restore sovereignty to Israel?” Jesus replied, “It’s not for you 
to know times or dates that Abba God has decided. You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you; then you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and 
even to the ends of the earth.” Having said this, Jesus was lifted up in a cloud before their eyes and 
taken from their sight. They were still gazing up into the heavens when two messengers dressed 
in white stood beside them. “You Galileans — why are you standing here looking up at the skies?” 
they asked. “Jesus, who has been taken from you — this same Jesus will return, in the same way you 
watched him go into heaven.”

For the Word of God in Scripture, 
For the Word of God among us, 

And for the Word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God! 

 
+Congregational Song	 Blessed Assurance		 assurance 

No. 619

Message	 “Looking Up” 	 Timothy Peoples
 
Anthem	 I Will Be a Child of Peace	 Elaine Hagenberg 

Sanctuary Choir 

O Holy Father I will be a child of peace and purity  
For well I know thy hand will bless the seeker after righteousness. 



Prayers of the People		  Katie Murray 
 

Silence 
We pause in silence to reflect and to be attentive to the Spirit of God 

 
The Lord’s Prayer	  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our sins,  
As we forgive those who sin against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

And the glory forever. Amen.  
 
+Congregational Song	 The Solid Rock	 solid rock

Sharing of Decisions		  Timothy Peoples
 
Benediction		          Timothy Peoples
 
Postlude	 Improvisation on themes of the day 	 Jeff Brummel

The flowers today are given in loving memory of 
Kathy and Chuck Cabaniss by their daughter, Kristin Cabaniss, their son, 

Kevin Cabaniss, and his family — Carol, Peyton, Tanner and Trace Cabaniss.
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Words: Edward Mote, 1834

Music: William B. Bradbury, 1863
SOLID ROCK
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Meet today’s worship leaders
Dawn Sheaffer and her husband, Michael, 
joined Wilshire in 2009 and are members of 
Avodah class. Their daughter, Elle, a high school 
sophomore, is active in Wilshire Student Min-
istry. Dawn is director of creative marketing for 
Design Public Group.

Scott Spreier and his wife, Jeanne, joined 
Wilshire in 1997. They raised three children 
here — Mary Lu Hare, Wilson and Joel. Scott is 
a member of Epiphany Class, serves on the Hos-
pitality Ministry Team and previously served on 
the Missions Committee. A retired journalist 
and consultant, he now spends his time writing 
and volunteering.

Chris Stewart and her husband, Al, joined 
Wilshire in 2020. They have four grown chil-
dren, Isla, Emery and college-aged twins Curtis 
and Grant. Chris and Al are members of Epiph-
any Class, and Chris serves on the Christian 
Advocacy Committee.

Scripture quotations are from: New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America, used by 
permission, all rights reserved, adapted for inclusive language; or The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian Translation © 2007 Priests for Equality, ©2022 FutureChurch. 
Used with permission. All Rights Reserved. Music reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under One License #A-739361. All rights reserved. I Will Be a Child of 
Peace ©2013 Beckenhorst Press.

Connect with Wilshire. Scan the QR code using your smartphone camera to make a financial 
contribution, fill out our online guest card or submit a prayer request. You may also use 

the response card or offering envelope found in the pew rack. These items can be placed in the 
offering plate or in one of the secure offering boxes located near the Sanctuary exits.



Staff contacts
Phone numbers: 214-452- followed by extension shown below. Email addresses: first letter of first 
name and full last name followed by @wilshirebc.org (example: tpeoples@wilshirebc.org). Staff members 
with phone extensions have Wilshire email addresses.

Communications
■ Mark McKenzie, Communications  

Director (3169)

Congregational Care
■ Barbara Clayton, Pastoral Care Assistant (3125)
■ Linda Garner, Parish Nurse (3151)
■ Carolyn Murray, Coordinator of  

Congregational Life (3170)
■ Heather Mustain, Associate Pastor (3110)

Early Childhood Learning Center
■ Kelly Akins, ECLC Assistant Director and  

Curriculum Specialist (3139)
■ Carole McClung, ECLC Administrative  

Assistant (3115)
■ Ramona Randle, ECLC Director (3140)

Finance
■ Lori Gooden, Director of Finance (3131)

Food Services
■ Luke Munion, Food Service Staff
■ Haley Robinson, Food Service Director (3117)
■ Shari Spell, Food Service Staff
■ Gillian Tinsley, Food Service Staff
■ Leyvi Vasquez, Food Service Staff
■ Wilfredo Velasquez-Cruz, Food Service Staff

Hospitality and Facilities
■ Maricela Escutia, Facilities Supervisor
■ Holly Irvin, Director of Hospitality (3150)
■ Daniel Latin, Facilities
■ Leticia Medina, Facilities
■ Rachel Oney, Receptionist (3165)
■ Kevin Sierra, Facilities
■ Leticia Vega, Facilities

Missions and Advocacy
■ Abbey Adcox, Missions and Advocacy  

Coordinator (3127)
■ Heather Mustain, Associate Pastor (3110)

Music and Worship
■ Jeff Brummel, Associate Minister of Music/ 

Organist (3122)
■ Carol Cabaniss, Music and Worship  

Coordinator (3106)
■ Shana Gaines, Wilshire Winds Director (3163)
■ Ralph Manuel, Handbell Coordinator (3161)
■ Candy McComb, Children’s Choir  

Coordinator (3124)
■ Ariel Merivil, Minister of Music (3135)

Operations and Technology
■ Rene Altamirano, Maintenance Technician
■ Eric Mirochna, IT Manager (3136)
■ Jim Tapley, Audio and Video Coordinator

Pathways to Ministry
■ Debby Burton, Pathways to Ministry 

Assistant (3158)
■ Charlie Fuller, Pathways to Ministry Director 

and Coach in Residence (3123)
■ George Mason, Senior Pastor Emeritus and 

Pathways to Ministry Alumni Director (3133)

Senior Pastor
■ Chelsea Hopkins, Executive Assistant (3132)
■ Geri McKenzie, Executive Director of  

Administration (3159)
■ Timothy Peoples, Senior Pastor (3132)

Spiritual Formation
■ Darren DeMent, Associate Pastor (3102)
■ Julie Girards, Minister to Children (3104)
■ Staci Langley, Childcare Coordinator
■ Katie Murray, Minister to Senior Adults (3129)
■ Barbara Peterson, Librarian (3114)
■ Sarah Yodh, Spiritual Formation Coordinator 

(3130)
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News & Announcements
May 12, 2024

Sundays: Worship at 11 a.m. Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Our service livestreams 
at youtube.com/wilshirebaptist and at wilshirebc.org/worship/livestream. Keep up with Wilshire 
by subscribing to our YouTube channel and following us on Facebook and Instagram.

On Saturday, May 18, Moms Demand Action is 
collaborating with Texas Impact and Giffords to 
host a rally for gun violence prevention and NRA 
accountability at Dallas City Hall Plaza from 9 
a.m. to noon. 

The rally is scheduled in parallel with the 
National Rifle Association’s annual conference, 
which is being held in Dallas May 16–19. The 
Stolen Lives (Vidas Robadas) T-shirts we pre-
pared last Sunday will be on display at the rally 

along with T-shirts from other area churches. 
Rally attendees are asked to register in 

advance; scan the QR code or find the link at 
wilshirebc.org/events/stolen-lives-rally. 

Volunteers are needed at 
7:30 a.m. to help hang T-shirts 
and at the end of the rally to 
take down the display. If you 
can help, contact Abbey Adcox 
(aadcox@wilshirebc.org).

Gun violence prevention rally: May 18

https://youtube.com/wilshirebaptist
http://wilshirebc.org/livestream
http://facebook.com/wilshirebc
https://www.instagram.com/wilshirebaptist/
http://youtube.com/wilshirebaptist
http://wilshirebc.org/events/stolen-lives-rally
mailto:aadcox@wilshirebc.org


Don’t miss our annual picnic with food, 
face painting and Flag Pole Hill’s inclusive 
playground. The pavilion and picnic tables 
are ours to use; bring your own lawn chairs. 
Wilshire will provide fried chicken, rolls and 
drinks. The rest of the meal is potluck with 
these assignments by last name:

■ A–F, veggies     ■ G–M, fruit
■ N–S, dessert    ■ T–Z, salad

Bring enough to serve at least eight. Con-
tainers and serving utensils must be dis-
posable. Please include a card with allergen 
information (gluten, dairy, eggs, nuts, soy) 
if appropriate. 

Volunteers are needed. Sign up via a link 
at wilshirebc.org/events/wilshire-in-the-park.

WILSHIRE 
IN THE 
PARK
Churchwide Picnic
Sunday, May 19
5–7 p.m. 
Flag Pole Hill
Pavilion
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Condolences to
Kelly Park on the death of his wife, Nancy 
Park, May 5. 

Wednesday nights on break
Wilshire’s Wednesday evening activities have 
ended for this school year and are now on 
summer break. This includes Koinonia Café; 
KidConnect; Preschool Music, Missions & 
More; and the 6 p.m. Bible Study.
■ Watershed has also ended, but Wilshire’s 
youth will have a tailgate event on May 15.  
■ Sanctuary Choir rehearsals continue 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. with some summer 
breaks planned. 

Lunch & Learn continues
All are welcome each Wednesday at 11:30 a.m. 
in Community Hall for lunch ($10 each) fol-
lowed by minister-led Bible Study. Pay at the 
door. No RSVP needed.   
■ On June 5, the final Lunch & Learn before 
a summer break will be a joint event with 
Wilshire Adventurers featuring New Song 
Community Choir’s end-of-season concert.

Adventurers museum trip, May 16
The Adventurers will visit the Meadows 
Museum at SMU on Thursday, May 16, at 10 
a.m. The group will meet at the entrance at 
9:50, enjoy a guided tour and then have lunch 
nearby. A $10 per-person cost covers museum 
entry. Register by May 13 at wilshirebc.org/
events/meadows-museum. 

Graduate recognition next Sunday
Wilshire will recognize its 2024 high school 
graduates during worship on May 19; their pho-
tos will be printed in the worship folder along 
with those of church members who received 
a bachelor’s degree from June 2023 to May 
2024. Music in the service will include Youth 
Choir singing its signature Psalm 139 and 2024 
graduate Joshua Brown playing the prelude on 
marimba.

http://wilshirebc.org/events/wilshire-in-the-park
http://wilshirebc.org/events/meadows-museum
http://wilshirebc.org/events/meadows-museum


Women of Wilshire Book Clubs
■ Tuesday Evening Book Club | May 14 | 
6:30 p.m. | Parlor | Whiskey in a Teacup by 
Reese Witherspoon. Contact: Debby Burton 
(dburton@wilshirebc.org)
■ Brown Bag Book Club | June 6 | Noon |  
1205-L | A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor 
Towles. Contact: Carolyn Murray (cmurray@
wilshirebc.org)
■ Join Women of Wilshire for mahjong the 
first Friday each month at 10 a.m. Sign up at 
wilshirebc.org/events/mahjong.

Wilshire Winds concert, June 2
Wilshire Winds will present a concert of sacred, 
classical and popular music on Sunday, June 
2, at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Shana Gaines 
directs the volunteer group of woodwind, brass 
and percussion players. 

MOPS is now The MomCo;
registration open for fall

After 51 years, MOPS 
International is up-
dating its name to 
The MomCo (short 
for Mom Commu-
nity) to better align 
with its mission of 
reaching all moms, 
not just mothers of 

preschoolers. Wilshire’s group began in 1997 
and is still going strong, meeting six to seven 
times during the school year on Friday morn-
ings. Childcare, called KidsCo, is offered, and 
programming for moms includes brunch, a 
speaker and sometimes a craft — but always 
community. The group includes Wilshire 
members but consists mostly of local moms 
looking for connection. Wilshire MomCo will 
still focus mostly on moms with young kids, 
but as with all things Wilshire, the more the 
merrier. Registration for the fall is open at 
wilshirebc.org/momco.
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Sunday, May 12
■ Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
■ Worship, Sanctuary, 11 a.m.
 
Monday, May 13
■ Wilshire Winds, Choral Hall, 7 p.m.
 
Tuesday, May 14
■ New Song Spring Fling, Community Hall,  

6 p.m.
■ WOW! Tuesday Evening Book Club, Parlor, 

6:30 p.m.
 
Wednesday, May 15
■ New Song, Choral Hall, 9:30 a.m.
■ Ukulele Rehearsal, Choral Hall, 11 a.m.
■ Lunch & Learn, Community Hall, 11:30 a.m.
■ Spanish with a Mission, 1205-G, 4 p.m.
■ WSM Watershed, Youth Center, 6:30 p.m.
■ Sanctuary Choir, Choral Hall, 7 p.m.
 
Thursday, May 16
■ Stephen Ministry Training, Prayer Room,  

10 a.m.
■ Adventurers to Meadows Museum, SMU,  

10 a.m.
■ Knit Unto Others, Parlor, 1:30 p.m.
■ WOW! Knitting Group, Peggy Tinsley Home, 

6:30 p.m.
 
Sunday, May 19
■ WSM Graduate Sunday Breakfast, Palmer’s 

Hot Chicken, 9 a.m.
■ Home Visitation Ministry Team, 1205-G,  

9 a.m.
■ Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.
■ Wilshire Welcome, Prayer Room, 9:45 a.m.
■ 5th and 6th Grade Parents WSM Informa-

tion Meeting, McIver Chapel, 9:45 a.m.
■ Worship, Sanctuary, 11 a.m.
■ Library Committee, Community Hall, noon
■ VBS Volunteer Meeting, 1205-L, noon
■ Personnel Committee, Community Hall, 

noon
■ Finance Committee, Community Hall, noon
■ Carillon Ringers, Handbell Room, 2:15 p.m.
■ Wilshire at the Park, Flag Pole Hill, 5 p.m.

This Week

mailto:dburton@wilshirebc.org
mailto:cmurray%40wilshirebc.org?subject=
mailto:cmurray%40wilshirebc.org?subject=
http://wilshirebc.org/events/mahjong
http://wilshirebc.org/momco
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SSUUMMMMEERR
Our Summer camps for children 
and preschoolers are filling up!
See details and register at  

wilshirebc.org/summer-camps.

22002244

Join the summer fun!
Looking for a place of service at Wilshire?

Do you enjoy working with kids?

Are your kids grown, or do you not have kids? 

Are you retired? 

Do you have a flexible schedule or work  
from home?

I’d love to have you join us for one or  
more of our children’s summer activities.

Or on a more regular basis for Sunday School  
or Wednesday nights — or as a sub.

It’s fun, easy, rewarding and we’ll train you!

Let me know if you or someone you know  
is interested, and we’ll find the right spot. 

Our greatest need is for someone with  
special needs experience. 

Contact me at jgirards@wilshirebc.org  
or 214-452-3104.

—Julie Girards, Minister to Children

VBS is June 10–14, 9 a.m.–noon
At Vacation Bible School, kids will use their 
investigative skills to dig into the Bible. It’s 
a great opportunity to make new friends, 
sing fun songs, solve clue puzzles, do art 
projects and science explorations and 
play active games. For older preschoolers 
through sixth graders. VBS is free; class 
sizes are limited. Register by June 3 at 
wilshirebc.org/summer-camps.

http://wilshirebc.org/summer-camps 
mailto:jgirards@wilshirebc.org
http://wilshirebc.org/summer-camps


Ann Hill
Hometown: Bellmead (outside Waco)
Present City: Dallas
Education: Baylor University
Profession: Banking and Administration

Tell us about your family.
My ancestors moved from Arkansas to Texas 
just after the Civil War. I was born in Pursley 
Community outside Corsicana, Texas. I have 
a stepdaughter, Jeanne Poorman, of Wilmette, 
Illinois, and a stepson, Bill Hill Jr. of Austin. I 
have a niece, Carolyn Pearson, of Denver, and 
nephew, Louis Tobola, of Euless. My great niece, 
Adria Mauro, and my 5-year-old great-great niece, 
Nicole Mauro, live in Denver.

How about your work or volunteer life?
I worked in mortgage banking until 1992 and 
then went to work for the Baptist General Con-
vention of Texas. I retired from the BGCT in 
2002. I also worked at Wilshire for eight years.

Any favorite hobbies?
I enjoy genealogy research and have traced three 
of my family lines to the early 1800s in the U.S.  
I have assisted several friends at Wilshire and 
people from several states in their searches. I also 
am an avid reader. I have read over 500 books 
since 2020. I have a spreadsheet to keep track of 
the books I have read so I don’t reread one!

What are your favorite places to travel?
I love to travel in Italy and Greece. My two fa-
vorite cities I have visited are Florence, Italy, and 
Istanbul, Turkey. I have traveled to Europe and 
the UK several times and to the Holy Land with 
Wilshire and Temple Emanu-El.

What brought you to 
Wilshire and when?
I have joined twice. The 
first time was in 1957 
upon my first visit. I 
rejoined in 1973 when I 
returned to Dallas after 
living out of state in 
Oklahoma and California.

Where are you en-
gaged at Wilshire?
Discovery Class, Prayer 

Team, Adventurers Committee, WOW Brown 
Bag Book Club and the Belong Team.

What has surprised you most  
about Wilshire?
I am not surprised but am pleased by our wel-
coming spirit and involvement in missions here 
in Dallas and around the world. 

Tell us about your faith journey.
My mother’s family was Baptist, and my father 
was Church of Christ. My mother was the influ-
encer in my decision to join the Baptist faith. I 
made my profession of faith at age 12 at a youth-
led revival led by Bruce McIver, later to become 
Wilshire’s pastor, and Baylor basketball player 
Jack Robinson.

Something interesting most people 
would not know about you?
I attended LBJ’s presidential inauguration in 
1965. I also was privileged to hear Martin Luther 
King Jr. preach at Riverside Church in New York 
City in August 1961.
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