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“Like a teaching hospital trains young doctors 
to prepare them for their medical career, our 
teaching church trains young ministers to equip 
us for our work in ministry.”  That is the elevator 
speech I often give to people inquiring about 
Wilshire’s pastoral residency program. 

As a current Wilshire resident, it’s a 
conversation I have fairly regularly. After all, 
there aren’t many churches out there that have 
such a program (although there should be) and 
as such, people are curious. So I describe for 
them the residency program and try to convey 
what a gift it is to young ministers like me. 

However, it can be hard to put into 
words how much this program already has 
contributed to my life both personally and 
professionally. I know I speak for many when 
I say I am immensely grateful for this teaching 
congregation. But Wilshire is more than a 
teaching church. Wilshire is a sending church. 

Our Generations emphasis is helping us to 
consider both the roots of our congregation 
and our reach. With more than 30 pastoral 
resident alumni across the country, not to 
mention countless former summer interns 
and former youth who completed the YourCall 
program, it’s not hard to see how far and wide 
our church’s reach actually extends as a result 

of the Pathways to Ministry program alone. Yet, 
the full reach of this church is a result of the 
teaching and sending work this congregation 
does for all who gather here.  

Our closing hymn this morning, our “sending 
hymn,” is a prayer-in-song and a helpful 
reminder of God’s call for each of us: “Send 
us to the world around us with your Spirit 
and your Word … to all those who need your 
message, send us forth to tell of you.” Whether 
professional minister or lay person, the Spirit is 
at work within us sending us forth to minister 
to a world in need. Whatever our vocation, we 
are all called to be the church. All of us. 

As you prepare for worship today, consider 
how Wilshire has helped teach and equip you 
for your own ministry, whatever that may be. 
Consider how the Spirit and the Word are at 
work in you today, sending you forth from this 
place to a waiting world. I’m grateful for the 
ministry we share in this place and for the ways 
God is at work to send us out to reach beyond 
our walls to everyone everywhere.

—Ryan Wilson  

Preparing for worship

ON THE COVER:  Moses Receives the Tablets, Marc Chagall.
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November 17, 2019
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost

Chiming of the Hour
The people of Wilshire gather this morning to worship God.

In order for this service of worship to be focused upon that purpose,
please turn off all cell phones, pagers and alarm watches.

Prelude “Adoro te devote”  (We earnestly adore thee) arr. Charles Callahan
 from Gregorian Suite for Organ

Call to Worship 
 *Christ, Mighty Savior Richard W. Dirksen

Young Musicians Trio: Miriam McClung, Katherine Pottkotter, Kathryn Woodbury
Candy McComb, director/accompanist

Christ, mighty Savior, Light of all creation, you make the daytime radiant with the sunlight 
And to the night give glittering adornment, stars in the heavens.

Now comes the day’s end as the sun is setting, mirror of daybreak, pledge of resurrection. 
While in the heavens choirs of stars appearing hallow the nightfall.

Therefore we come now morning rites to offer, joyfully chanting holy hymns to praise you,
With all creation joining hearts and voices, singing your glory.

 **I Will Give Thanks to God  Gaye C. Bruce/arr. Fay Lopez
Music Makers

Carole McClung and Susan Kimball, directors; Lydia Perry, accompanist

I will sing to the Lord, who is worthy of praise. I will give thanks to God!
I will sing to the Lord, for his marvelous ways. I will give thanks to God!

Proclaim and bless his name, sing praises day to day.
The Lord is great, he’s greatly to be praised!

I will sing to the Lord, who is worthy of praise. I will give thanks to God!
I will sing to the Lord, for his marvelous ways. I will give thanks to God!

Declare his majesty, and praise him joyfully.
Worship the Lord, give glory to his name.

I will sing to the Lord, who is worthy of praise. I will give thanks to God!
I will sing to the Lord, for his marvelous ways. I will give thanks to God!
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*8:30 worship service / **11:00 worship service
+All congregants who are able are invited to stand.
Hearing devices are available in the Narthex and South Atrium.
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Opening Sentences  Gina Biddle / Bobby Louder

Let us make a joyful noise to the Lord as we meet this day for worship. Gathered here from many 
places, with diverse experiences and perspectives, young and old, sinners and saints, we join our 
voices to make melody to the Lord. May the music of our hearts and the sounds of our voices blend 
together to sing the praise of the one who spoke into being all that is.

+Hymn 306 Come, Christians, Join to Sing madrid

Greeting to Worshipers  Leanna Coyle-Carr / Leigh Curl

Guests are invited to take a Response Card from the pew rack,
complete it and place it in the offering plate when it is passed later in the service.
You also are invited to take the red fabric rose from the card and place it on your  

lapel or blouse to help others identify that you are our honored guest today.
Prayer concerns will be received and prayed for this week when listed on an
intercessory prayer card from the pew rack and placed in the offering plate.

Hebrew Scripture Reading — Isaiah 55:10–13  Shawn Ashmore / Barbara Gass

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have 
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go 
out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an 
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Así como la lluvia y la nieve descienden del cielo, y no vuelven allá sin regar antes la tierra y 
hacerla fecundar y germinar para que dé semilla al que siembra y pan al que come, así es también 
la palabra que sale de mi boca: No volverá a mí vacía, sino que hará lo que yo deseo y cumplirá 
con mis propósitos. Ustedes saldrán con alegría y serán guiados en paz. A su paso, las montañas 
y las colinas prorrumpirán en gritos de júbilo y aplaudirán todos los árboles del bosque. En vez 
de zarzas, crecerán cipreses; mirtos, en lugar de ortigas. Esto le dará renombre al Señor; será una 
señal que durará para siempre.

Esta es la palabra del Señor.
Gracias a Dios.

Generations Testimonies  Ed Francis and Molly Shepard

Prayers of the People  Mark Wingfield
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+Hymn 672 All Things Are Yours germany

Giving of Tithes and Offerings

When you give to Wilshire’s Unified Budget, you do a world of good. Imagine having to 
spend time every year sorting through appeals for charitable gifts from every religious 
nonprofit in Dallas and beyond and then deciding where to give and how much to give. 
The Unified Budget offers a church-based plan for supporting the mission and ministries of our local 
congregation while also funding well-qualified missions partners in Dallas and around the globe. 

Offertory  If You But Trust in God to Guide You arr. Franklin D. Ashdown

+Offertory Response  old 100th

Our God is making all things new, a promise that we know is true.
Through eyes of faith we long to see a love-transformed community.

A place where truth and justice reign and healing triumphs over pain,
Where all have dignity and worth and peace is passed throughout the earth.

+Gospel Reading — Luke 10:1–9   Jessica Capps / Tiffany Wright

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every 
town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 
Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no 
bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this 
house!’ And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, 
it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for 
the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. Whenever you enter a 
town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to 
them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Después de esto, el Señor escogió a otros setenta y dos para enviarlos de dos en dos delante de él 
a todo pueblo y lugar adonde él pensaba ir. “Es abundante la cosecha,” les dijo, “pero son pocos los 
obreros. Pídanle, por tanto, al Señor de la cosecha que mande obreros a su campo. ¡Vayan ustedes! 
Miren que los envío como corderos en medio de lobos. No lleven monedero ni bolsa ni sandalias; ni 
se detengan a saludar a nadie por el camino. Cuando entren en una casa, digan primero: ‘Paz a esta 
casa.’ Si hay allí alguien digno de paz, gozará de ella; y, si no, la bendición no se cumplirá. Quédense 
en esa casa, y coman y beban de lo que ellos tengan, porque el trabajador tiene derecho a su sueldo. 
No anden de casa en casa. Cuando entren en un pueblo y los reciban, coman lo que les sirvan.  Sanen 
a los enfermos que encuentren allí y díganles: ‘El reino de Dios ya está cerca de ustedes.’”

Esta es la palabra del Señor.
Gracias a Dios.
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Message “Generating Reach” George Mason
Third in a series: Generations: Roots and Reach

Musical Meditation *Tapestry of Love Pepper Choplin
New Song

Sarah Stafford, director; Crysta Jones, accompanist

The tapestry on display on the chancel this morning was created by Bob Harty, 
New Song member, and inspired by this song. The handwoven tapestry is embellished with 

nature’s gift of pine cones, pointing toward God’s greatest gift of love, Jesus.

As a tapestry’s woven, thread by thread,
Patiently working, the needle is led.

So deeds of kindness and words that are said
Form a tapestry, a tapestry of love.

Loving and faithful, we follow the line,
Living and giving one day at a time.

Only years later, we see the design of a tapestry,
A tapestry of love.

If we live ev’ry moment and craft ev’ry part,
If we serve with devotion and joy in our hearts,

Life will become a great sacred work of art.
From the heart comes a beautiful tapestry of love.

As the years change us, the picture comes clear:
Gestures of kindness will not disappear.

Loved ones who follow will know that we were here
Through our tapestry, our tapestry of love.

Through a tapestry of love.

 **Creation Will Be at Peace Anna Laura Page
Sanctuary Choir

In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease;
In the holy mountain of the Lord creation will be at peace.

The wolf will lie down with the lamb, the cow and bear will feed,
Their young will play together; a little child will lead.

In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease;
In the holy mountain of the Lord creation will be at peace.
The leopard and goat will graze, the lion will feed on straw.

They will war no more; a child will lead them all.
In the holy mountain of the Lord all war and strife will cease;

In the holy mountain of the Lord creation will be at peace.



7

The flowers on the chancel today are given in honor of Kathy Alverson for all she does for our 
community of faith.

Children welcome here. Parents of children in kindergarten and older are encouraged to 
bring their children with them to worship, because at Wilshire our worship experience is 
intergenerational and formative of lifelong habits. Worship care with loving workers is available for 
preschoolers younger than kindergarten age. To find the secure check-in station, follow the signs 
behind the Sanctuary or from the north entrance. 

Welcome to Wilshire today. If you are a guest with us today, we welcome you warmly to our 
congregation. We would like to get to know you and tell you more about our church. Please take a 
Response Card from the pew rack, fill it out and place it in the offering plate when it comes by. You 
also are invited to a coffee reception in James Gallery immediately after the service.

+Hymn 648 Stir Your Church, O God, Our Father madill

Sharing of Decisions

Benediction 

Postlude  Come, Christians, Join to Sing arr. David Lowe
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Meet today’s worship leaders
Shawn Ashmore and his wife, Alison, came to 
Wilshire in 2012. They are the parents of Nathan, 
a second grader, and Joel, a kindergartener. Shawn 
is a stay-at-home dad and spiritual director. He 
and Alison are directors of Perennial Class, and he 
serves on the Library Committee and works with 
Wednesday night missions.

Gina Biddle joined Wilshire in 2014. She attends 
Discovery Class and works as a chaplain in the UT 
Southwestern Medical Center system.

Ed Francis and Molly Shepard are father and 
daughter currently serving, along with their 
spouses, as co-chairs of the Generations emphasis. 
Ed and his wife, Linda, came to Wilshire in 
1994. He is a deacon, missions volunteer, Deacon 
Nominating Committee member and attends 
Epiphany Class. He also serves on the board 
of Buckner International. Molly grew up at 
Wilshire and is married to Michael Shepard. 

They are leaders in Ithaka Class, and Molly sings 
in Sanctuary Choir and Nova and serves on the 
Finance Committee and Worship and Music 
Committee. She works as a future valuation 
associate at PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Barbara Gass grew up at Wilshire and has 
returned here after college. She works as an 
underwriter for the real estate banking group at 
JPMorgan Chase. She attends Ithaka Class and 
serves on the Committee on Committees and as 
vice chair of the Finance Committee.

Bobby Louder joined Wilshire in 2003. He is 
married to Alexia, who grew up at Wilshire, and 
they are the parents of four children: Peyton, 
Lydia, Levi and Silas, and grandparents to 
Kai. Bobby teaches in Journey Class. He is a 
chiropractor and medical instructor.

George A. Mason
Senior Pastor

(214) 452-3132

Mark Wingfield
Associate Pastor
(214) 452-3128

Doug Haney
Minister of Music

(214) 452-3123

Jeff Brummel
Associate Minister of Music/ 

Organist
(214) 452-3122

Tiffany Wright
Minister for Care Ministries

(214) 452-3107

Heather Mustain
Minister of Missions & Advocacy

(214) 452-3110

Jessica Capps
Minister to Senior Adults

(214) 452-3129

Darren DeMent
Minister to Students 

and Young Adults
(214) 452-3102

Julie Girards
Minister to Children

(214) 452-3104

Joan Hammons
Minister to Preschoolers

(214) 452-3141

Leanna Coyle-Carr
Pastoral Resident

(214) 452-3154

Leigh Curl
Pastoral Resident

(214) 452-3152

Jared Jaggers
Pastoral Resident

(214) 452-3153

Ryan Wilson
Pastoral Resident

(214) 452-3158

Matt Dodrill
McIver Fellow

(214) 452-3156

David Nabors
Director of Business Admin.

(214) 452-3157

Dale Pride
Facilities Manager

(214) 452-3101

J. Preston Bright
Associate Pastor Emeritus

Staff contacts

To email any staff member, use the first letter of the first name combined with the full last name 
and add @wilshirebc.org.
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Thanksgiving luncheon 
Tickets are now on sale for Wilshire’s annual Thanksgiving Luncheon, 
which will be held at noon on Sunday, Nov. 24, in Community Hall. Enjoy 
a traditional Thanksgiving meal with friends and family. This year, the 
luncheon will double as a celebration of the fall Generations emphasis, 
with special music and activities for all ages and a report on the results of 
commitments turned in during worship that morning. 

Turkey with gravy and dressing
Mashed potatoes

Sweet potatoes with marshmallows
Green beans

Macaroni and cheese
Cranberry sauce

Dinner rolls
Green salad

Pumpkin pie and pecan pie

Seating is by advance reservation only. Purchase your seats in the front office. The cost is $10 per 

adult and $6 per child elementary age and younger with a $30 cap for immediate families.



10

This Wednesday at Wilshire

Two adult studies conclude this Wednesday night 
at 6 p.m. “Cultivating Peace in a Violent World” 
addresses how we respond to the violence we see 
every day with compassion and justice. Heather 
Mustain and special guests are leading this timely 
and important conversation about how we can 
become peacemakers in a violent world. “Global 
Weirding: Sacred Stewardship in a Changing 
Climate” explores what Christians can do in the 
face of extreme climate change. Leanna Coyle-
Carr leads participants to consider climate facts, 
examine an array of theological and cultural 
responses, and craft a plan of compassionate 
action odd enough for this weird world and God’s 
own “peculiar people.”

Koinonia Café: Nov. 20 — Chicken Parmesan, 
pasta with Bolognese sauce, Parmesan potatoes, 
ratatouille, fried mushrooms, snap peas, salad 
bar, dessert bar. Nov. 27 — No meals due to 
Thanksgiving week.

Wilshire on the Go

The next Wilshire on the Go 
luncheon will be Tuesday, Nov. 
19, at Whole Foods Market 
at CityLine. The physical 
address is 1411 E. Renner Rd., 
Richardson 75082. Choose 
your own lunch from any of the 
hot or cold food options along 
the west and north walls and then gather in the 
upstairs dining room area. Wilshire on the Go is a 
way to connect with Senior Pastor George Mason 
and our pastoral residents at informal lunchtime 
gatherings across the city, close to where you work 
and live. No reservation is needed. 

Decorate Sanctuary with poinsettias

Help decorate Wilshire’s Sanctuary with 
poinsettias for the upcoming Advent season. 
Each year, the festive flowers are provided by 
congregants in honor or in memory of loved 

ones, friends, family members 
and teachers. All dedications 
will be listed in the worship 
folder on the second Sunday 
of Advent, Dec. 8. Each plant 
costs $10. Donors are invited 
to take the plants home after 
the Christmas Eve services. 
Place your order using forms 
available in the church office or 
online at wilshirebc.org/registration. Deadline is 
Sunday, Dec. 1.

Wilshire Welcome Class

Anyone interested in learning more about what 
goes on “inside” Wilshire is invited to the weekly 
Wilshire Welcome Class that meets during the 
Sunday School hour at 9:40 a.m. Today is Coffee 
and Conversation with Senior Pastor George 
Mason. On Nov. 24, learn about Serve, Care and 
Give, centered on Wilshire missions.

Book signing Dec. 8

A new book written by 
Associate Pastor Mark 
Wingfield will be released 
nationwide by Fortress 
Press Dec. 3. The book, 
Why Churches Need to Talk 
About Sexuality, tells the 
story of Wilshire’s 18-month 
study on LGBTQ inclusion 
and the lessons learned 
through that process; it 
also offers guidance to 
other churches on how 
to engage in this difficult 
conversation. Copies of the book will be available 
at Wilshire beginning on Sunday, Dec. 8, when 
Mark also will sign books in the South Atrium 
between services. Proceeds from book sales that 
day will be directed to the Pathways Endowment. 
The book also will be available through Amazon 
and Barnes & Noble.

The Wilshire Tapestry

Keep up with all the Wilshire news at wilshirebc.org or by using our 
Wilshire app or via social media. Worship is live streamed every 
Sunday at 11:00.

Wilshire on the

GO
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Community of Conscience rally

Wilshire congregants are invited to participate 
with diverse, bipartisan voices organized by the 
American Jewish Committee to stand against 
hate on Monday, Nov. 25, from 8 to 9:30 a.m. 
The goal of the gathering is to amplify shared 
values of pluralism and civil discourse. Keynote 
speakers will be Ken Hersh, president and CEO 
of the George W. Bush Presidential Center; Mary 
Pat Higgins, president and CEO of the Dallas 
Holocaust and Human Rights Museum; Nicola 
Longford, CEO of The Sixth Floor Museum 
at Dealey Plaza. Invocations will be offered by 
George Mason of Wilshire, Imam Khalid Shaheed 
of Masjid Al-Islam, and Rabbi Elana Zelony of 
Congregation Beth Torah. The event address will 
be given upon registration at AJC.org/dallas/coc.

Chagall art now on display

A nationally touring art 
exhibit featuring 55 pieces 
by Marc Chagall is now on 
display at Wilshire along 
the second-floor hallway 
in the south end of the 
building. The art is on loan 
from a private collector. 
Among the 55 pieces in 
this exhibition are 42 
brilliantly colored images 
from his 1956 and 1960 
suites of Bible lithographs. 
Also included are 10 of the 
105 etchings originally intended to be illustrations 
for an Old Testament Bible. Chagall (1877–1985) 
is perhaps the foremost visual interpreter of the 
Bible in the 20th century. His art is filled with his 
own reoccurring symbols of visual memory and 
imagination. He said he did not see the Bible, but 
he dreamed it, even as a child. Chagall’s vision of 
the Old Testament combines his Jewish heritage 
and modern art, giving us a rich display of symbol 
and imagination.

Once on This Island

Join a Wilshire group outing to see the Broadway 
musical Once on This Island at the Winspear 
Opera House on Dec. 19. The award-winning 
show is set in the French Antilles and tells the 
story of a peasant girl who uses the power of love 
to bring together people of different social classes. 

Tickets are discounted at $54 apiece. Showtime 
is 7:30 p.m., and transportation is on your own. 
To reserve a seat, contact Mark Wingfield at 
mwingfield@wilshirebc.org.

Tornado cleanup

Highland Park United Methodist Church has 
organized a service opportunity and opened it up 
to anyone who wants to volunteer. Primera Iglesia 
Bautista de Dallas (First Mexican Baptist Church 
of Dallas) was destroyed by the tornadoes that 
went through Dallas a few weeks ago. Volunteers 
are needed on Saturday, Nov 16 and Nov. 23, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. to help clear debris. To sign 
up, follow the link provided at wilshirebc.org/
registration.

Inclement weather shelter

The City of Dallas has established an inclement 
weather shelter at the Convention Center for 
nights when temperatures fall below 36 degrees. 
Volunteers are needed there and to provide 
transportation for neighbors seeking to escape the 
cold. To learn more, contact Heather Mustain at 
hmustain@wilshirebc.org.

2020 WOW! Women’s Retreat

Save the date for Feb. 21-23, the biannual Women 
of Wilshire retreat. The location is Wildcatter 
Ranch near Graham, Texas. 
The theme is Bloom and 
Grow. Leadership includes 
Leanna Coyle-Carr, retreat 
pastor; Shana Gaines, retreat 
worship leader; Julie Owens, 
retreat artist in residence. 
Come get away with other 
women and find community, 
encouragement and time 
with God. Cost is $199 per 
person if registered by Feb. 
2. Register at wilshirebc.org/registration. Detailed 
schedule, breakout sessions and early bird specials 
coming soon.

Christmas carols for those living with dementia

All families caring for someone with dementia 
are invited to a time of singing Christmas carols 
and reading the Nativity story on Sunday, Dec. 15, 
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The Wilshire Tapestry
at 2 p.m. in McIver Chapel. Music will be led by 
Darren DeMent and Carla Seigesmund. This will 
be a relaxed atmosphere with lots of opportunity 
to engage. The service is specifically designed with 
the needs of those with dementia in mind. Family 
members are asked to join and remain with their 
loved ones for the service and reception. For more 
information, contact Jessica Capps at jcapps@
wilshirebc.org.

Greeters and ushers needed

Wilshire’s hospitality ministry seeks friendly people 
willing to serve as greeters and ushers once a 
month. There are service opportunities during and 
before each Sunday service. Contact Tiffany Wright 
at twright@wilshirebc.org or (214) 452-3107. 

Transportation help needed Nov. 24

Wilshire will once again welcome a group of 
20 women from Austin Street Center to the 
Thanksgiving service and luncheon on Sunday, 
Nov. 24. Volunteers are needed to provide 
transportation, both pick up (10:30 a.m.) and 
drop off (after the luncheon) from Austin Street. 
To volunteer, contact Abbey Adcox at aadcox@
wilshirebc.org.

Help refugees at Thanksgiving

Gateway of Grace will host its annual 
Thanksgiving luncheon (from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.) 
at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Cathedral on Ross 
Avenue on Thanksgiving Day. Help is needed to 
transport refugees to the meal and to provide food 
and gift cards. For many refugees, this is a first-
time experience with Thanksgiving. Sign up at 
wilshirebc.org/registration.

Winter wear essentials collection

Wilshire Globetrekkers are collecting new and 
gently used scarves, hats, gloves, mittens, new 
socks and new underwear for one of our mission 
partners, Rauschenbusch Metro Ministries in New 
York. Contributions will be accepted through Dec. 
1 at special boxes located outside the main church 
office, near the north entrance, and at the second 
floor education office.

Holiday boxes for the homeless

The Stewpot in 
downtown Dallas 
is collecting 
holiday boxes for 
the homeless. 
This is a local-
based alternative 
to Operation 
Christmas Child. 
Flyers with 
complete information are available in the church 
office. The idea is to take a standard shoe box, gift 
wrap the box and the lid separately, then fill the 
box with items to make life on the street easier, 
See wilshirebc.org/registration for flyer with 
complete details.
 
Condolences to: Martha Thompson on the 
death of her mother, Mary Grace Thompson, Nov. 
10; Tracy Sturdivant on the death of his father, 
Charles Sturdivant, Nov. 7.  

New members: Claire Michie, Barry Rhodes.

Adventurers Christmas luncheon

All senior adults are invited to the Wilshire 
Adventurers Christmas luncheon on Tuesday, Dec. 
10, at 11:30 a.m. in Community Hall. Speakers will 
be Steve Blow and Jacquielynn Floyd, both former 
columnists for the Dallas Morning News. Tickets 
are $18 per person and may be purchased from 
Pat Tilley at the Adventurers table in the South 
Lobby on Sunday mornings or in Community Hall 
at noon on Wednesdays.

Thursday Noon Brown Bag Book Club

The Women of Wilshire Thursday Noon Book 
Club will meet on Dec. 12 for a potluck brunch to 
discuss The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah. For 
more information, contact Tiffany Wright at (214) 
452-3107 or twright@wilshirebc.org.

WOW! Tuesday Evening Book Club

The Women of Wilshire Tuesday Evening Book 
Club meets monthly at 7 p.m. in the Parlor. 
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Upcoming dates and book titles are: Nov. 19, Little 
Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng; Dec. 10, The 
Christmas Club by Barbara Hinske (with cookie 
exchange: bring two dozen cookies to share); Jan. 
21, Southern Discomfort by Tena Clark.

Wednesday schedule for rest of 2019

The full normal Wednesday schedule (both 
daytime and evening) will run through Nov. 
20, and then we’ll take a Thanksgiving break 
on Nov. 27, with no Wednesday activities. The 
full schedule picks up again on Dec. 4 and 11, 
with only noontime activities offered on Dec. 18. 
Wednesday evening, Dec. 11, will be the night of 
the preschool and children’s choirs Christmas 
program. The dinner version of Koinonia Café 
will be served through Dec. 11, and the lunchtime 
version will be served through Dec. 18. There will 
be no Wednesday activities on Christmas Day or 
New Year’s Day.

Looking ahead to Advent schedule

December 1 First Sunday in Advent
  Morning worship at 8:30 and 11

December 8 Second Sunday in Advent
  Morning worship at 8:30 and 11
  Hanging of the Green at 6:30

December 11 Children’s choirs and handbells  
  Christmas program at 6:00

December 15 Third Sunday in Advent
  Morning worship at 8:30 and 11
  Wilshire Winds/Carillon Ringers  
  holiday concert at 6:30 p.m.

December 22 Fourth Sunday in Advent
  Morning worship at 8:30 and 11

December 24 Christmas Eve worship at 5:00 
  and 11:00 p.m.

December 29 One worship service at 10 with  
  fellowship time at 9:30 a.m.
  No Sunday School

By Ralph Manuel

The hymn featured this month in our “Let the 
People Sing!” emphasis is “Abide with Me” (hymn 
543 in our Celebrating Grace hymnal), with text by 
Henry Francis Lyte and music by William Henry 
Monk.

Lyte was born in Scotland of English parents 
and educated in Dublin. After being ordained in 
1815, he served in various churches before being 
named perpetual curate at a fishing village in 
Devonshire, where he ministered patiently for 23 
years. Because of Lyte’s failing health, he resigned 
his position in 1847 and took a trip to southern 
France, where he died later that year. 

It was during his final days in Devonshire that 
he introduced his hymn, “Abide with Me,” inspired 
by Luke 24:29, “Abide with us: for it is toward 
evening, and the day is far spent.” These words 
were spoken to Jesus by two disciples on the road 
to Emmaus.

The words of the hymn speak of various 
situations and seasons of life in which Jesus is 
asked to “abide with us”:

• When others fail us.
• In the midst of change.
• In times of temptation.
• Through “cloud and sunshine.”
• In the finality of days.
The last stanza expresses the author’s supreme 

faith that Jesus will abide with us both in life 
and in death, as we remain with him throughout 
eternity.

In 1861, “Abide with Me” was published in 
Hymns Ancient and Modern. The tune was named 
eventide, written by William Henry Monk, who 
was music editor of that historic hymnal. Monk 
held positions as organist in various churches in 
London while also serving as professor of music in 
several educational institutions, including King’s 
College, London, and the School for the Indigent 
Blind. 

“Abide with Me” has been acclaimed as “the 
most popular hymn in the English language” and 
has been perhaps most helpful to Christians of all 
backgrounds in hours of trial and distress. 

The story behind ‘Abide with Me’ 
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Sunday, November 17
• Morning worship – 8:30 a.m. 
• Sunday School – 9:40 a.m. 
• Coffee and Conversation 

with George – 9:40 a.m. 
• Morning worship – 11:00 a.m.  
• Youth Choir lunch – noon 
• Library Committee – noon
• Children’s Education 

Committee – noon
• Finance Committee – noon
• Missions Committee – noon
• NYC Urban Immersion 

Team meeting – noon
• Personnel Committee – 

noon
• Vision 20/20 Belong Team 

– noon
• Weekday Education 

Committee – noon 
• Youth Choir – 12:25 p.m.
• Shekinah – 1:20 p.m.
• Nova – 1:30 p.m.  
• Carillon Ringers – 3:00 p.m. 

Monday, November 18
• Game of 42 – 10:00 a.m. 
• Fall prevention class – 

10:30 a.m. 
• Wilshire Winds – 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, November 19
• Wilshire on the Go – 11:45 

a.m. 
• Yoga class – 12:15 p.m
• Senior women’s exercise 

class – 2:00 p.m. 
• Stephen Ministry 

supervision – 6:30 p.m.
• WOW! Tuesday Night Book 

Club – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 20
• New Song – 9:30 a.m.
• Ukulele group – 11:00 a.m. 
• Koinonia Café – 11:00 a.m. 
• Bible Study – noon  
• Children’s handbells – 5:00 

p.m.
• Koinonia Café – 5:00 p.m. 

• Music and Missions – 6:00 
p.m.

• Cultivating Peace in a 
Violent World – 6:00 p.m. 

• Global Weirding: Sacred 
Stewardship in a Changing 
Climate – 6:00 p.m. 

• Yoga class – 6:15 p.m.
• Watershed – 6:30 p.m.  
• Sanctuary Choir – 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 21
• Knit Unto Others – 1:30 p.m. 
• Senior women’s exercise 

class – 2:00 p.m. 

Friday, November 22
• Friday Friends – 10:00 a.m. 

Saturday, November 23
• Youth fall retreat

Sunday, November 24
• Youth fall retreat
• Morning worship – 8:30 a.m. 
• Wilshire Welcome – 9:40 

a.m. 
• Sunday School – 9:40 a.m.
• Morning worship – 11:00 a.m.  
• Thanksgiving Luncheon – 

noon 
• Nova – 1:30 p.m. 

Monday, November 25
• Game of 42 – 10:00 a.m. 
• Fall prevention class – 

10:30 a.m.
• Wilshire Winds – 7:00 p.m.
 
Tuesday, November 26
• Yoga class – 12:15 p.m. 
• Senior women’s exercise 

class – 2:00 p.m. 
• Sanctuary Choir – 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, November 27
• No Wednesday activities

Thursday, November 28
• Church closed in observance 

of Thanksgiving 

Friday, November 29
• Church closed in observance 

of Thanksgiving

Sunday, December 1
• Morning worship – 8:30 a.m. 
• Hospitality Ministry Team 

appreciation brunch – 9:00 
a.m. 

• Sunday School – 9:40 a.m. 
• Morning worship – 11:00 a.m.  
• Youth Choir lunch – noon
• Christian Advocacy 

Committee – noon 
• Youth Choir – 12:25 p.m.
• Shekinah – 1:20 p.m.
• Nova – 1:30 p.m.
• Carillon Ringers – 3:00 

p.m.

  
Wilshire calendar
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All congregants are asked to begin prayerfully considering making two commitments on 
Sunday, Nov. 24:

The first commitment is for 
giving to the 2020 Unified 
Budget. Our first and primary 
commitment as a church is to 
regular, systematic generosity 
through the Unified Budget, the 
foundation of everything we do. 
We’ve got to do the basics well 
first, which is why we’re seeking 
to grow our giving to the Unified 
Budget by 10 percent over three 
years. This is the “Roots” of 
Generations. 

The second commitment is for a 
special over-and-above gift to the 
Pathways Endowment, either as 
a one-time gift or as a recurring 
gift over three years. We’re 
seeking to grow the endowment 
to at least $8 million from its 
current corpus of $5 million, so 
that we may begin funding the 
pastoral residency program from 
endowment earnings.

My statement of intent to give

o Wilshire’s goal is to grow in corporate giving to the Unified Budget 

by 10 percent over the next three years. I/we will do my/our part to 

help the church grow in generosity by increasing my/our giving.

o My/our estimated giving to the Unified Budget for 2020 is 

$______________________________

o I would like someone to contact me about setting up an automated 

bank withdrawal for contributions.

Name: ________________________________________________

This card represents a statement of intent or an estimate 

and is not a contract.

unified budget

My statement of intent to give
o It is my/our intent to give $ _______________ toward completing 

the George A. Mason Pathways to Ministry Endowment over the next 

three years. This gift will be given o as a one-time gift, o monthly for 

______ months, or o in another way: ________________________.

o I/we also have included Wilshire in my/our estate planning or will.

Name(s): _______________________________________________

This card represents a statement of intent or an estimate 

and is not a contract

pathways endowment
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“I got a job because 
Wilshire taught me to be a 

good preacher. I’ve kept my job 
because Wilshire taught me how 

to be a good pastor.”

Jakob Topper
Pastoral resident 2016-2018

Senior pastor, NorthHaven Church, Norman, Okla.


